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1 Corinthians 8

The Challenge of using Christian Freedom Wisely

Think it through...
Let’s think about freedom verses love in the Christian life.

In other words, what are the things you know you’re free to do as a Christian, verses the things you might
give up, for the sake of others at church, or winning outsiders to Christ.

Here’s a few test cases:

Is the Christian free to drink alcohol, and go to the pub or nightdub? Yes or no?
Is the Christian free to go to the movies or listen to Rock music or read New Idea?
Is the Christian free to learn self-defence, doing a bit of martial arts?

Is the Christian free to buy a nice car, nice clothes and go on expensive holidays?

Okay, how do you think your decision on these matters might change, if you know that:

e There's a reformed and struggling alcoholic in your congregation, or at that church BBQ?
Those nightdubs that you or our youngsters are going to are a haven for drugs & sexual immorality?
When there’s a person at church from a background where the world of martial arts brings to mind a
past of Asian superstition and spiritual slavery?
When the open display of your wealth, becomes anissue for the less well off in our church?

Do you still do those things that you are ‘free to do’ as a Christian, or do you not?

Background ...

1 Corinthians 8-10 is Paul’s answer to the Corinthians to help them deal with matters like these. For them, the
presenting issue was the issue of “food sacrificed to idols”. And although it may not seem such a big deal for us,
for them it was a big issue! They had written to Paul asking advice. Because the temple in Graeco-Roman culture
was the centre of city life. It's where you went to trade, find work, eat out in the restaurants off the side of the
temple, visit the local butcher, & do your civic duty and sacrifice to the patron gods.

For the Corinthians, there were 2 issues they needed guidance on:
e Do we still eat meat, if we don’t know where it's come from? (Almost all meat in town had passed
through the local temple at some stage. The temple industry was huge).
e Do we still go up to the temple, & eat in the restaurants, or even join in these pagan rituals?

Also, there seemed to be 2 views that had formed in the church around this issue.

Firstly, there were those who were “strong & free” in their approach.
They prided themselves on the fact that they had ‘knowledge’: “Of course” they thought “it's just meat! And the idols
at the temple are just stone & wood, they’re not gods, they’re not real!”

Secondly, there were “the weak” in the church.

These people had maybe come from a Jewish past (which meant their conscience on all food issues was “weak”,
because of the Jewish food laws). And there were probably other Corinthians among the “weak”, who had grown up
in the world surrounding the temple (aworld of idols & religious sexual practices). And so for these weak Christians,
anything to do with meat from a pagan temple would have been a stumbling block!

So there’s some background. How does Paul advise the Corinthians, on this complex issue?



Read 1 Corinthians 8:1-3
Some of the Corinthians were priding themselves that they had “knowledge” in regard to food & idols.

What does Paul say that “knowledge” can do to a person? (v1)

What, on the other hand, is the result of “love” when it comes to issues like this? (v1)

What's a better way to view how much you “know” about this or that Christianissue, or about God himself? (v2).

Read 1 Corinthians 8:4-6

Paul now proceeds to give the Corinthians a bit of knowledge about food & idols, toinform their decisions on these
matters. What does he want them to know about idols, compared to the true God?

How might this help us think rightly, about the ‘gods’ of other religions, for example?

Read 1 Corinthians 8:7-8

Paul acknowledges however, that not everyone has this knowledge about idols. And the problem is, that whilst they
may know this aboutidols in their “head” (that idols are really nothing), they don’t yet know it in their “heart” - this
knowledge hasn’t permeated their innermost affections (their conscie nce). In other words, they still have a “weak
conscience” on issues like this.

What then does Paul say is the result, when Christians are forced to act against their conscience, by eating meat they
still think has been sacrificed somewhere before a pagan god? (v7).

What do you thinkis the danger in a person consistently acting against their conscience (what they are convincedin
their heartis wrong)?



Read 1 Corinthians 8:9-13

Paul now returns to the key issue at hand. What do you do, when you have knowledge that frees you as a Christian?
Well, you can insist that it’s your right to eat meat, or do whatever (fill in blank) anywhere, anytime. But by insisting
on doing this, and by encouraging “weaker Christians” to do it as well, you may have begun a processin them that will
be utterly destructive.

But what does Paul say that you are actually doing, when youinsist on your freedoms like this, and wound others?
(v11)

Who are you really sinning against, if you insist on your freedoms, and wound your fellow Christian? (v12)

What would Paul rather do, than cause a fellow Christian to sin? And how faris Paul prepared to go in restricting his
freedoms? (v13).

Application ...

Now, back to those case studies: armed with this approach from Paul, what do you do for example, when you’re
dealing with a Christian brother or sister with a past in hardcore drink, or astrology, or Eastern mysticism, or
witchcraft, or a destructive sodial life, or sexual immorality (fill in the blank).

Well, you could boldly insist on your freedoms with alcohol, nightdubbing, reading New Idea (with all of its
celebration of immorality, gossip, astrological charting etc), martial arts (with its links to Eastem Mysticism), fill in
the blank. And you could tell that Christian that their “weakness” is ‘cramping your style’, and that they need to
“get some knowledge and get overit!”

But what do you think Paul would do?

How could you use your freedom in love?

Are you prepared to restrict your freedoms, in contentious areas, in order to strengthen and edify others?




1 Corinthians 9

Being All Things to All Men

Think it through ...
Think about our church meetings for a minute. How accessible do you think they are to the outsider
(someone who doesn’t regularly come to church)?

Think about your own habits as a Christian too. Think about the places you frequent, where you eat, what
you wear, how you speak. If an outsider were to rate whether they thought there was anything different
about you to them, apart from what you have said you ‘believe’, would they be able to see any difference?
And would that be a good thing, or a bad thing?

1 Corinthians 9

1 Corinthians 9is all about freedom again. (1 Corinthians 8-10 actually forms one seamless argument from
Paul, as he tackles the same problem from various angles). Last week in chapter 8, Paul tackled the difficult
issue of “food sacrificed to idols”, and he basically encouraged the Corinthians to use their “freedom”in love,
and to be willing toforgo theirfreedoms for others.

This week in chapter 9, Paul uses an example from his own life as an Apostle, about the various freedoms he
had ‘given up’, in his quest to win people to Christ.

Read 1 Corinthians 9:1-6.
What does Paul say about his freedoms’ and his ‘rights’ as an Apostle in 9:1-6?

Read 1 Corinthians 9:7-18.

Paul now uses the issue of the ‘payment’ or ‘support’ that he as an Apostle had a ‘right’ to expect from the
Corinthians, as a good case study to make his point. In verse 7, he uses some ‘worldly’ examples. Then in vs
8-12 & vs 13-14 he uses some ‘scriptural’ examples from the Old Testament, about workers sharing in the
fruits of their labour. Read these verses, & assess what Paul says he had a ‘right’ to expect from the
Corinthians, as someone who had given himself to their service ?

Infact, what does Paul say the Lord has commanded in regard to the support of ‘gospel workers’? (v14) What
implications does this have for the support of ‘gospel workers’ or “full-time Christian workers’ today?

And yet, here’s the rub. Did Paul actually enforce his ‘right’ to ‘payment’ from the Corinthians? (vs 12b, and
16. See Acts 18:1-3 for how Paul supported himself).

Why do you think he didn’t demand this right? (vs 16-18)



There’s a lot more that could be said about thisissue of support for Christian workers. But in verses 19-23,
Paul now expands the scope of his application about freedom’ & ‘rights’, not just to talk about payment, but
to describe his whole ‘modus operandi’, the basic way he approached life, as an Apostle of Christ.

Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-23
What is Paul’s motivation in giving up his freedoms, for the sake of others? (V 19)

Paul now goes on to give a snapshot of his approach when with both Jews and Gentiles, and with ‘weaker
Christians (vs 20-22). Try and capture in a sentence what Paul is saying about how he tried to live ?

Another way of putting all this, is to say that Paul lived a life of ‘contending’ for the timeless truths of the
gospel (Jude 1:3), while also ‘contextualising’ his presentation of the gospel, and his presentation of himself
and the customs he observed, to win a hearing with various groups, and make the gospel clear to them,
without putting any cultural blockagesin their way. In other words, he preached the ‘timeless’ gospel, using
‘timely’ methods to reach different groups of people.

Application
This one chapter of Paul’s letter has massive implications for the way Christians do church, conduct mission, & relate
socially to other people groups outside theirlittle ‘tribe’.

Have a think now about the kinds of thingsin our church life, & in your own personal life & cultural identity that have
the potential to be ‘cultural roadblocks’ which could prevent someone from hearing the gospel when in our church,
or when spending time with us.

How flexible are you when it comes to ‘winning others’?
Are there customs, rituals, habits, or attitudes of yours that would alienate others from Christ? And when people look
at your life, do they say you are ‘different’ for all the right reasons, or for all the wrong reasons?




1 Corinthians 10

The Dark Side of Freedom

Think it through ...
How much like your surrounding culture can you become as a Christian, before you begin to just start indulging inthe
same sin as your culture? Discuss.

The Danger of Christian Freedom

We return this week to the issue of freedom and the Christian life. In chapter 8, we looked at using your
freedom in ‘loving” ways. In chapter 9, we looked at ‘giving up’ your freedoms and being ‘flexible Christians’,
to win others to Christ. This week, as Paul’s advice to the Corinthians on “food sacrificed toidols” comes full
circle, we look at the danger of Christian freedom.

It’s fair to say that until now, Paul’s advice to the Corinthians, has been all about considering ‘others’ in our use of
our freedoms. But Paul knows too, thatif the Corinthians were going to keep on pushing the boundaries &
misusing their freedoms, then at the end of the day it wouldn’t be just others they would destroy. No, they would

soon destroy themselves as well.

And to illustrate this point very powerfully, Paul turns to the example of Israel - a people who like the Corinthians
had ‘knowledge’. And they had tremendous spiritual privilege & pedigree.

Read 1 Corinthians 10:1-4.
What does Paul say here about the privileges given to the nation of Israel?

Do you think the situation is any different to our own situation of spiritual privilege?

Read 1 Corinthians 10:5-13
Despite having great privilege & a ‘knowledge’ of the true God (as opposed to idols), Paul says here that the
nation of Israel fell into sinin terrible ways throughout their history.

What are the 3 areas of sin that they fell into? (vs 7-10)

Why ultimately is Paul reminding the Corinthians of these events? (v6, v11).




Read 1 Corinthians 10:14-22

As Paul closes out his argument in 1 Corinthians 8-10, he closes it out with the pointy end of the stick. Because
here were some of these Corinthians, boldly going up to the pagan temple in Corinth, ‘keeping up their ties with
the culture’ & being ‘culturally relevant Christians’, & proudly prodaiming their ‘freedom in Christ’ as they did it.

And Paul has agreed in chapter 8, that ‘yes, there is only one God, that an ‘idol is nothing & that any meat can be
received with thanks’. He needed to do that, because it’s true.

But now, he wants to warn these Corinthians of the great danger they place themselvesin if they continue to act
so foolishly. Because, eating meat that's been sacrificed to an idol somewhere may be one thing. It’s just meat.
But deliberately & naively visiting these temples & joiningin these pagan sacrifice meals (as some of them were
probably doing —the ‘stronger’ more permissive church members - was like toying with destruction! Because Paul
knows that even though the idols themselves are nothing, behind them stand spiritual forces (demonic forces in
fact) patiently, cunningly, hell bent on the Corinthian’s destruction.

What thenis Paul’s instruction to the Corinthians about going to the temple & joining in, and about idolatryin
general?vs 14, 19-21.

To illustrate his reasoning, Paul takes 2 examples in vs 16-17, and vs 18. The illustrations are all about
‘participation’. He says when the Christian participates in the Lord’s Supper, they identify with Christ. Likewise, in
the Old Testament, when the Levite Priests conducted sacrifices in the Jewish temple, they were ‘participating in’
everything that ‘altar’ stood for. Likewise then, what does Paul say the Corinthians were doing by going up to the
pagan temple & joining in (v20-21)?

Application

The issue of idolatry and sin runs deep in our culture too, just like it did in their day. And an idol doesn’t need to be
a piece of wood or stone stuck in some pagan temple in Corinth either. No, an idol is any thing or activity that
distracts or diverts our love & worship away from God (Rom 1:24).

What are some of our modern idols, and their associated dangers? How can you be sure to flee them (v14)?




Paul now lands the whole argument with some practical exhortations & condusions.

In verse 23, he quotes some of their own little ‘catch-cries’ back at them. What’s he saying?

In vs 25-29, Paul re-states some of the principles we saw in chapter 8, about eating ‘meat’ in various contexts. But
in vs 31-33 he really shows his hand about how he hoped the Corinthians would live when it came to all these
kinds of matters. He concludes with 3 principles. What are they?

V31

V32

V33

Application

How close to our culture can a Christian become then, before they begin indulging in the same sin as their culture?
Contextualization, flexibility, and ‘being all things’is one thing. But let ‘all things for the glory of God’ be your guide.




1 Corinthians 11

The Ordered Church

Think it Through ...
Do you think that order is a good thing?

Think through the patterns you see in our world: seasons and years, night and day. What do you think would
happen if the order woven into creation broke down, even for a second?

Do you think societies function well without order?

Most of us agree that order in ourworld, and in society is a good thing. Well, in 1 Corinthians 11-14, Paul
begins a little mini-series on the whole issue of church order, particularly when it came to the public
gathering of the Corinthian church. Thisis another of the issues, the Corinthians have asked Paul about.

Male / Female Relationships in the Church of God ... Background

The first issue Paul touches onin regards to ‘order’ is the issue of male / female relationshipsin the church of
God. It’s hard to get to the bottom of exactly the issue that Paul is dealing with here. But, we can be pretty
sure it looked something like this. It seems that the Corinthian woman, had begun throwing off their
traditional “head-coverings’ (read ‘head scarves’) in the meeting when they prayed or prophesied, which in
that culture and time was basically like saying they were ‘done’ with female roles & gender distinctions.
‘Their freedom in Christ’ had abolished those old distinctions’ they might have said.

Note 2 things about this: Paul is not unhappy that the women were playing a role in the meeting. He actually
wants to encourage that! But he was unhappy with how they were doing it. And note also, that just as dress
is importantin some cultures today, it seems that dress was important in whatit communicated about
‘gender roles’ in their culture also (this is still true in our culture also —we’ll come back to this).

To address the problem, Paul begins by teaching the Corinthians about the order that is part of ‘ultimate
reality’ —the order that exists within God himself, and which spills over into God’s world.
Read 1 Corinthians 11:2-3

Paul gives 3 examples of ordered relationships here. List them out. What does he say about each?

A man / husband to Christ v3

A woman / wife to her husband v3.

Christ / to God his Father v3.




Let’s pause and come to terms with what Paul is saying.

Paul is saying, that since time immemorial, Christ, the King of Kings & Lord of Lords, whois no less God & who is
equal in glory & power with the Father, has always & will always be in loving submission to his Father’s headship.
And, if we can grasp how maghnificent that is, then it puts the order God has established in human relations into
perspective. Think about this: is there any loss of dignity or glory for Jesus in his submission to his Father? No, it
actually marks him out as the Son. He is the Son. And God is Father. It defines who Christ is within God.

And so, if that is true of God, then what Paul shows at the beginning of verse 3, is thatin some wonderful way
God’s Trinitarian order spills over into his world.

Paul gives 2 examples in these verses that apply to the current problem, and he says:

Firstly, that just as Christ submits to the Father, so every man must submit to Christ as his head. Husbands are still
under authority!

And secondly, in the husband / wife relationship it’s the same - the wife is to place herself under the loving
headship of her husband v3. She is noless equal, or honoured, or valuable, or intelligent. But Paul is saying, that
there is an order in human relationships thatis more than just cultural. And when a wife submits to the loving
leadership of her husband, she actually frees herself to be as God intended her, a wife & not a husband.

Read 1 Corinthians 11:4-6

Paul now applies this principle of headship to the Corinthian church meeting. And he basically says thatin the
Christian meeting, God’s order needs to be ‘seen’ to be believed. And just as head coverings are importantin
some cultures today, they were important in Corinthian culture. A man would show his masculinity, with short
hair, & no head cover. And a woman would show her femininity with her hair, not wild, or shaved off, & in public,
she’d wear it bound under a veil or a cover.

How does Paul exhort the Corinthian men and women to demonstrate God’s good order between male and
female, husband and wife, in the way they dressed, and ministered at church?

Read 1 Corinthians 11:7-10
Paul now dipsinto the creation story to reinforce that the principle of ‘headship’ is found there also.
What does he say? Summarise.

Read 1 Corinthians 11:11-12

Paul now goes onimmediately to balance his previous statement out. And he now emphasises the
‘interdependence of the sexes’. What is he saying? Summarise.



Read 1 Corinthians 11:13-16

Finally, as Paul wraps things upin this section, he appeals to the ‘very nature of things’ as the reason why men are
to be men, and women are to be women in the church of God. What does he say?

Application

There are 3 key areas of application of this passage.

What role does Paul encourage the women to play here, in the public ministries of the church?

What does Paul encourage here about preserving the outward marks of our maleness & femaleness?

What does Paul say about the life-giving principle of ‘headship’ in the Christian marriage, and at church?




1 Corinthians 12

The Spiritually Gifted Church. Part #1

Think it through ...

What comes to mind when you think of spiritual gifts?

What do you think s the purpose of spiritual gifts?

Do you think our churchis a church that encourages ‘spiritual gifts’?

1 Corinthians 12-14 ... Background

1 Corinthians 12-14 is Paul’s response to the Corinthian church on all these kinds of issues. Now, it seems
that the Corinthian church was a youngish church that was experiencing a burst of spiritual life. And it was an
exdting place to be. But at worst, this new life had made the church a place of rivalry, and a place to show off
really, rather than a place to serve others.

And for the Corinthians, the kinds of ‘spiritual gifts’ they seemed to prize the most were the kinds of gifts that
elevated the individual, and not the church body. They loved the more fantastic manifestations of the Spirit, like
speaking-in-tongues, as opposed to the more ordinary gifts, like gifts of administration & so on.

Tongues-speaking was a particular sign of spirituality for some in Corinth. We'll see that in chapter 14.

And Paul is very careful in his reply to them here. They’ve asked for some advice. And he doesn’t want to allow
excessesin their use of gifts that will divide them. And he doesn’t want to quench the work of the Spirit either.
But he does want them to be mature. And so he goes about instructing them on this issue. But first Paul begins
with a word of caution on the dangers of all ‘spiritual experience’ in general.

Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-3

How, according to Paul can ‘spiritual experience’ be a danger to the authentic experience of Christian growth
and Christian discpleship? (12:1-3)

Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-6

Why is it important for us to recognise that God gives many ‘different kinds of gifts’ to his church (vv4-6)?
How will it help us to recognise this?

In verses 4-6, Paul deliberately mixes his wording up. In verse 4, he uses the word ‘gift’. In verse 5, he uses
the word ‘service’. In verse 6, he uses the word ‘working’ to describe the kinds of abilities God gives to his
people. Why is this significant, when thinking about Spiritual gifts?




Who gives the gifts? Look closely at verses 4-6.

Read 1 Corinthians 12:7-11
Why has God given these gifts to his people? (v7. See also Romans 12:3-8; Ephesians 4:7-13).

Paul lists 9 giftsin these verses 7-11. There are around 19 in the New Testament. What is the danger in
expecting that God will always give the same gifts & indeed all gifts to a particular church at once?

Has God promised to give each gift to each person? (See 12:11 & 29-31).

Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-31

In verses 12-31, Paul moves from speaking about ‘abilities’ to ‘people’, & how we use God'’s gifts within the
church. He uses the image of a ‘body’ to describe the church. In a body, are there any members that are not
needed, or does every part play a role? What should this teach us about pride, and spiritual gifts? What
should this teach us about ‘inferiority’ vs ‘superiority’ complexes when it comes to ‘gifts’?

In verses 27, Paul grounds this ‘body’ image of the church back in reality, with another list of gifts: the foundation
gifts are first —apostles, prophets, & teachers v28. And then he adds 6 more, all jumbled up. Some are
remarkable. Some are more ‘ordinary’, like gifts of administration. Why do you think Paul does this?

Application

If Satan, were going to de-rail a church through ‘spiritual gifts’, how do you think he would go about it?

What then does it mean to be a church that encourages and uses God'’s gifts well?




1 Corinthians 13

The Spiritually Gifted Church. Part #2

Think it through ...

Think through the ways in which love is portrayed in Western culture’s movies and mediaetc. Do you think
society sees ‘love’ largely as a ‘feeling’, or an ‘action’. Why?

1 Corinthians 13 ... Background

Well, we turn today to what is perhaps one of the best known, but misused chapters in the bible!

You will have heard it at weddings. (Infact, | think we had it at ours!) You would have heard it at Princess Diana’s
funeral, when Tony Blair gave quite an exceptional reading of it. And you wouldn’t be surprised to find this
chapter on a “Hallmark” card either. That is how famousit’s become.

But understand that 1 Corinthians chapter 13, sits there in between chapters 12 & 14. It’s all part of the same
discussion from the Apostle Paul on spiritual gifts. And, there’s a sense in which you could actually lose chapter
13, and pick it up again at chapter 14 v1, and Paul’s argument about ‘gifts’ would still make sense.

But, that is the genius of chapter 13. Because through this poetry, that describes the sublime realities of love, Paul
is putting the question to these Corinthians, and asking them: “I know you’ve got great gifts Corinthians, but how
are you going with love, in the way you use them”. So today, we are going to investigate with Paul, the “most
excellent way”, whenit comes to using God’s gifts.

Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-7
The poetry of these verses is breath-taking! And there’s almost a sense in which to unpack it at a technical
level, and dissect what Paul is saying, is to do the passage a dis-service. Nevertheless, we’ll give it a go.

In verses 1-3, what is Paul saying about the value of spiritual gifts, used without love?

In verses 4-7, what is Paul saying about the character of love itself?

Do you think there is a not-so-veiled rebuke in these verses for the Corinthians, about the way they were
using spiritual gifts, and treating one anotherin general? From what Paul describesin the letter, could their
lives have been described as patient, and kind toward one another; not proud, rude and self-seeking? Or
were their lives more the reverse?




Read 1 Corinthians 13:8-13

To help us in the challenge of using spiritual gifts ‘inlove’ and not getting carried away with them, Paul proceeds
here to offer a word of ‘perspective’ on spiritual gifts. He expands the Corinthians’ horizon out to the future, and
to life in eternity, and what does he say will happen with ‘spiritual gifts’ in eternity? (v8)

What are the implications of v11, for our view of spiritual gifts now?

Paulillustrates his point in verse 11, by likening our present experience of spiritual gifts (in this age) to that of
children. He also likens our present knowledge & understanding of God, as like lookinginto a mirror, and seeing
dimly. That doesn’t mean thatwe have an inaccurate knowledge of God now. No, scripture is clear that what we
know of God is a true knowledge. It’s just that it's not exhaustive. What effect should this have on us, to know
that we don’t know as much about God as we think we know, and that our capacities now, as marvellous as they
are, are like child’s play?

Paul condudesin v13, with his wish-list of what he wants the Corinthians to be on about as a church. Itis really a
summary of the Christian life. And yet, even within this list of 3 attributes, one is greatest? Why? Why won’t the
other 2 attributes (faith and hope) be necessary in eternity?

Application

What actions / thoughts do you need to bring to God in repentance, for your lack of love toward your Christian
brothers and sisters?

Are you using the gifts God has given you? What are the implications if you don’t? (See Matt 25:14-30)

How are you going to strive to use your gifts and abilities in loving ways: for God’s glory & his people’s growth?




1 Corinthians 14

The Spiritually Gifted Church. Part #3

Think it through ...
What would you say are the mostimportant components of any church meeting? Let’s rank them in order.

e Song & praise Rank _ Why?
e Preaching & teaching Rank _ Why?
e Announcements Rank _ Why?
e Kid's talk Rank _ Why?
e Informal testimony & encouragement Rank__~ Why?
e Prayertime Rank _ Why?
e Fellowship time / morningtea/supper Rank __ Why?

1 Corinthians 14 ... Background

As we continue our mini-series on spiritual gifts, Paul turns in chapter 14 to cover 2 giftsin particular: the gift of
speaking in tongues, and the gift of prophecy. And the reason Paul spills so much ink on these 2 giftsin particular,
is because the Corinthian church was misusing the gift of tonguesin particular.

How were they doing that? Well, it seems that because they viewed tongues speaking as the supreme gift, they
had begun trying to outdo each other in tonguesin their meetings, and were even speaking over the top of each
other for some airplay! And the result was their meetings became disorderly and chaotic.

And Paul is most unhappy about this situation. Andin fact, while he doesn’t discourage tongues speaking
altogether in their meetings (because Paul himself spoke in tongues v5) he does say that in the Christian meeting
‘he’d rather have them prophesy (v5) (and we’ll see why this is so shortly).

To frame the chapter, there are 2 important principles thatflow out of the chapter, in relation to the church
meeting. Firstly, Paul wants clear speechin the Christian meeting. Secondly, he wants ordered speech in the
meeting. And those 2 priorities need to govern ‘what’ we say, and ‘how’ we say itin church.

So, let’s do some ground workin the chapter, to see how these principles unfold. Then we’ll apply it.

Read 1 Corinthians 14:1-5

What, according to Paul is the phenomenon of tongues-speaking then? Look at v2.

What, according to Paul is the purpose of the gift of tongues? Look at v4.

What on the other hand is prophecy, according to Paul? And whatis its purpose? Look at v3.




To sharpen that up, Paul gives a few examples of what prophecy looks like down in chapter 14 v26. He’s just been
speaking there about people prophesying in the meeting in vw24&25, and he goes on to explain how it should be
regulated. And he says v26: ‘So, when you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a
revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. Doit all for the strengthening of the church.” Paul is saying here then,
that’s what prophecy is. It is Spirit-led Christian speech.

It is the fulfilment of Joel chapter 2, which the Apostle Peter quotes at Pentecost, where God promised that ‘in
the last days he would pour out his Spirit on his people and they would prophesy’ (Acts 2:17-21; Joel 2:28-32)

So, prophecy in the New Testament is a broader activity than the Old Testament. It’s not a ‘thus says the Lord’
model, where 1 person would be God’'s mouthpiece. Now that God has poured out his Spirit on his people, all
Christians have this privilege of engagingin a prophetic ministry to each other, as we declare God’s truths.

Therefore, in Paul’s own categories (v26), prophecy can be as simple as the songs we sing at church, or a song
sung to the congregation that declares God’s truth. It can be a public word of testimony to God’s blessing in your
life or ministry. It could be a public word of encouragement about what God has been teaching you. It could be a
word of wisdom or insight about an issue the churchis facing. Or v26, a message in tongues even functions as
prophecy if it is interpreted. All of those activities seem to come under Paul’s ‘umbrella term’ of prophecy.
Prophecy is clear, Spirit-inspired speech that declares God’s truth, and builds others. And because of that, Paul
says inv5, that in the church meeting: “I would rather have you prophesy”.

Read 1 Corinthians 14:6-12
What is the key principle that Paul is laying out here, for speech in the Christian meeting? And why?

Read 1 Corinthians 14:13-19

Paul now applies this prindple of ‘clear speech’ in the meeting to the issue of tongues speaking. Here’s the key
guestion Paul wants us to answer about all this: “Which meeting would Paul prefer to be at - the meeting where
someone gets up & says “Jesusis Lord of all”(5 clear words); orwould he prefer to be at the meeting where
someone gets up & speaks for 5 minutes in a tongue you can’t understand?

Read 1 Corinthians 14:20-25

In these next verses, Paul now thinks about the value of clear speech, for the sake of the ‘outsider’ also, the
visitor to a meeting. To make his point, in v21 Paul quotes from Isaiah 28: 11-12 - which was a moment of
judgement on Israel. Israel had refused to hear the word of God from their prophet Isaiah. And so, they were in
the grip of foreigninvasion. And God said to them then: “Through men of strange tongues & through the lips of
foreigners | will speak to this people, but even then they will not listen to me” (1Cor 14:21; Is 28:11-12). The point
being made, is that the sound of strange speech then, marked a moment of judgement on Israel.

And Paul uses that example here & now, to illustrate what effect un-explained tongues has on visitors to a
church meeting today. What does Paul sayis the result, when a visitor / outsider / unbeliever comesinto a
Church meeting & they can’t understand what’s being said, because all are speakingin tongues? Look at v23.

What, on the other hand, is the effect of clear Christian speech (prophecy) in the church meeting, for the
outsider? Look at v24-25.



Read 1 Corinthians 14:29-40

Paul now gives some instructions about order in the delivery and evaluation of prophetic speech in the
church meeting (prophetic speech being an umbrella term for ‘hymns, words of instruction, revelations,
tongues, testimonies etc as we saw before). To translate this into our context, this might look something like
a time of ‘sharing’ and ‘encouragement’ that we sometimes have in our meetings - where we open the floor
for people to address the rest of the church ‘body’, as God lays it upon their heart to do so.

What does Paul say is the overriding principle that should govern such times? Look at v33.

What is Paul’s command regarding the use of un-explained tongues in the meeting? Look at v28.

What is Paul’s command to the women, or the wives of the congregation, during this process of evaluating
prophecy? (v33b-35).

What is the one thing in church life that we are never to evaluate? Look at v37-38.

Application
There are many applications of this one chapter. Let’s try and tease a few out.

What does the principle of ‘clarity’ say to the preacher, service leader, song leader, announcement giver,
tongues speaker, testimony-giver, or bible-study leader about the ‘what’ of what’s said in the Christian meeting?

What does the principle of ‘order’ say to the preacher, service leader, songleader, announcement giver, tongues
speaker, testimony-giver, or bible-study leader about the ‘how’ of what’s said in the Christian meeting?

How are we to see our church meetings? Are they for the insider, or the outsider? Or both?

The principle of clarity outlined in this chapter, also pushes us to examine our church practices, traditions, and
even architecture. For, there is real sense in which ‘what is said’ from the front, could be ‘muddied’ or ‘drowned
out’ by the noise of our traditions and practices etc. What are the areas in our church life that could possibly
‘drown out’ the clarity of the gospel, coming from the front?

What thenis the mostimportant aspect of our church meeting? How should the other aspects find their place?




1 Corinthians 15

The Hope of the Church

Think it through ...
Throughout the history of the church, Christians have always shown themselves —despite persecution, hardship,
famine, tragedy - to be people of profound hope. Why do you think thisis so? Discuss.

1 Corinthians 15 ... Background

In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul comes to his great ‘resurrection chapter’. It is an extremely important chapter for
our understanding of life now, and life in the future for the Christian. Perhaps, to give us anidea of how
important this teachingis, it helps us to notice where Paul has placed it, in the flow of the letter. In chapters
1-3, Paul begins the letter with some teaching about the cross of Christ (and its implications). And now, as he
concludes the letter, he teaches about the resurrection of Jesus (and itsimplications). And like 2 great
bookends, that frame and contain the letter, Paul deliberately begins and ends the letter, with the essentials!
These truths constitute the basis of all Christian hope.

Read 1 Corinthians 1:1-11
What are the essentials of Christian faith, according to Paul? Look at verses 3-8.

Are these reliable truths, according to Paul? What evidence does he brandish to aid our certainty?

Why is it so important to continue to believe these truths? What are the consequences if we do not?(15:1-2)

Read 1 Corinthians 1:12-19; 29-33

As we investigate further, we begin to realise the purpose of Paul’s carefully crafted reminder of the gospel
in verses 1-11. Because, as we move through the chapter, we find Paul using this deposit of true doctrine (vs
1-11) as a kind of gold-standard against which he can expose the fakes & the heresy that had crept into the
Corinthian church on the issue of the resurrection. And it wasn’t that the Corinthians were outright denying
that Jesus rose from the dead, oreven that they as his followers would be raised one day either. But, what
they seemed to be objecting to, was that Jesus’ resurrection was a ‘bodily’ resurrection.

But what does Paul say are the consequences of denying the bodily resurrection of Jesus? (vs 12-19; 29-33).




Read 1 Corinthians 15:20-28, and 35-58

In these verses, Paul turns now to set the Corinthians straight on true doctrine again, about the resurrection.
And in this section, he’s not so much interested in outlining the historical facts (like in vs 1-11), but now what
Christ's resurrection means for the Christian’s future.

In v20, Paul says that Christ’s bodily resurrection acts as a guarantee of the Christian’s bodily resurrection.
What does this tell us about the shape of the future, for the person who trusts in Christ?

What kind of reversal has taken place for humanity, because of the resurrection of Christ?

What does the resurrection of Jesus say about his present rule, as Lord? Look at vs 25-28.

So, to summarise in verses 20-28, Paul is making the simple point, that because Christ has been raised from
the dead bodily, & rules as universal Lord, the Christian hope and future is to be raised with him. Turning to
verses 35-58, Paul now explains ‘how’ this was going to happen. And he basically teaches them that
resurrection won’t mean the mere ‘resuscitation’ of our corpses; but (like Christ’s resurrected body)
resurrection will mean a ‘transformation’ of our bodies into a new order of existence. And while there will be
a degree of continuity with the old order —there will also be a transformation (we see thisin the resurrection
of Jesusin the gospel accounts. There was continuity with his ‘old’ body, but a radical ‘newness’ also).

While there is lots of detail here to wrestle with, Paul gets to the point in vs 42-44, and vs 50-55. Try and
summarise in your own words, what Paul is saying about the transformation of our bodies here?

Application
We've seen today, that the hope of resurrection is central to Christian faith & understanding.

And it's fair to say, that the hope of resurrection, is the reason why Christians have always shown
themselves (despite hardship) to be very ‘hopeful’.

How is this doctrine of ‘resurrection’ an encouragement to you, as you labour on in this imperfect world?

Percentages don’t countin eternity of course. But just assuming that 99.999999% of our existence as
Christiansis still future - how is this doctrine of resurrection a rebuke to you - knowing that so often we can
spend our energies pursuing things that are temporary, earthly, and passing away?




