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The Challenge of using Christian Freedom Wisely 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Background ...  
1 Corinthians 8-10 is Paul’s answer to the Corinthians to help them deal with matters like these. For them, the 
presenting issue was the issue of “food sacrificed to idols”. And although it may not seem such a big deal for us, 
for them it was a big issue! They had written to Paul asking advice. Because the temple in Graeco-Roman culture 
was the centre of city life. It’s where you went to trade, find work, eat out in the restaurants off the side of the 
temple, visit the local butcher, & do your civic duty and sacrifice to the patron gods.  

 
For the Corinthians, there were 2 issues they needed guidance on:   

 Do we still eat meat, if we don’t know where it’s come from? (Almost all meat in town had passed 
through the local temple at some stage. The temple industry was huge). 

 Do we still go up to the temple, & eat in the restaurants, or even join in these pagan rituals?  

 

Also, there seemed to be 2 views that had formed in the church around this issue. 

Firstly, there were those who were “strong & free” in their approach.  
They prided themselves on the fact that they had ‘knowledge’: “Of course” they thought “it’s just meat! And the idols 
at the temple are just stone & wood, they’re not gods, they’re not real!” 
 
Secondly, there were “the weak” in the church.  
These people had maybe come from a Jewish past (which meant their conscience on all food issues was “weak”, 
because of the Jewish food laws). And there were probably other Corinthians among the “weak”, who had grown up 
in the world surrounding the temple (a world of idols & religious sexual practices). And so for these weak Christians, 
anything to do with meat from a pagan temple would have been a stumbling block!   
 
So there’s some background. How does Paul advise the Corinthians, on this complex issue?  

Think it through...  
Let’s think about freedom verses love in the Christian life.  

In other words, what are the things you know you’re free to do as a Christian, verses the things you might 
give up, for the sake of others at church, or winning outsiders to Christ.  
 

Here’s a few test cases: 
 

 Is the Christian free to drink alcohol, and go to the pub or nightclub? Yes or no?  
 Is the Christian free to go to the movies or listen to Rock music or read New Idea?  

 Is the Christian free to learn self-defence, doing a bit of martial arts?  

 Is the Christian free to buy a nice car, nice clothes and go on expensive holidays?  
 
Okay, how do you think your decision on these matters might change, if you know that: 

 There’s a reformed and struggling alcoholic in your congregation, or at that church BBQ? 

 Those nightclubs that you or our youngsters are going to are a haven for drugs & sexual immorality?  
 When there’s a person at church from a background where the world of martial arts brings to mind a 

past of Asian superstition and spiritual slavery?  

 When the open display of your wealth, becomes an issue for the less well off in our church?  
 
Do you still do those things that you are ‘free to do’ as a Christian, or do you not? 
 



Read 1 Corinthians 8:1-3 

Some of the Corinthians were priding themselves that they had “knowledge” in regard to food & idols.  

What does Paul say that “knowledge” can do to a person? (v1)  

 

What, on the other hand, is the result of “love” when it comes to issues like this? (v1) 

(Knowledge can inflate our opinion of ourselves & cause us to act proudly. BUT LOVE on the other hand (v1) love builds 
up. Love drives us to act for the sake of others).  

 

What’s a better way to view how much you “know” about this or that Christian i ssue, or about God himself? (v2).  

(To realise, that in the scheme of things, you actually know very little! {ƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 
know.) 

 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 8:4-6 

Paul now proceeds to give the Corinthians a bit of knowledge about food & idols, to inform their decisions on these 
matters. What does he want them to know about idols, compared to the true God?  

(He wants them to know, that there is only one God, and that idols are vapour. They are no gods at all) 

 

How might this help us think rightly, about the ‘gods’ of other religions, for example? 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 8:7-8 

Paul acknowledges however, that not everyone has this knowledge about idols. And the problem is, that whilst they 
may know this about idols in their “head” (that idols are really nothing), they don’t yet know it in their “heart” - this 
knowledge hasn’t permeated their innermost affections (their conscience). In other words, they still have a “weak 
conscience” on issues like this.  

  

What then does Paul say is the result, when Christians are forced to act against their conscience, by eating meat they 
still think has been sacrificed somewhere before a pagan god? (v7).  

(The result is that their conscience becomes ΨdefiledΩ. In other words, they are still so accustomed to thinking of idols as 
true gods, that when they eat meat ǘƘŜȅ ǘƘƛƴƪ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƎƻŘ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ŀǎ 
well have bowed down to that idol, or even participated in the old religious sexual practises back at the pagan temple. 
Thus, their conscience becomes ΨdefiledΩΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŦŜŜƭ theyΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳƴŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘ & sinful).  

 

What do you think is the danger in a person consistently acting against their conscience (what they are convinced in 
their heart is wrong)?   

(When you go against your conscience repeatedly like this, you cauterize it!  Like putting a hot iron to your flesh, 
ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ !ƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƎŜǘǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ϧ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǘ ƛƎƴƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΣ ϧ 
so better & better at sin! And when you get better & better at sin, you will eventually destroy yourself! And Paul has in 
mind here, the scenario of the weaker brother, being emboldened to go up to the temple & join in a sacrifice meal, 
because you are or because you ŜŀŎƘ άƛŘƻƭ ƳŜŀǘέ  freely, & eventually ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ōŜ ŘǊŀƎƎŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ 
of its idolatry & religious sexual practices & so ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉǳƭƭ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƻƭŘ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǿ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ tŀǳƭ ƛǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƘŜǊŜύΦ 



 

Read 1 Corinthians 8:9-13 

Paul now returns to the key issue at hand. What do you do, when you have knowledge that frees you as a Christian? 
Well, you can insist that it’s your right to eat meat, or do whatever (fill in blank) anywhere, anytime. But by insisting 
on doing this, and by encouraging “weaker Christians” to do it as well, you may have begun a process in them that will 
be utterly destructive.  

 

But what does Paul say that you are actually doing, when you insist on your freedoms like this, and wound others? 
(v11) 

 

Who are you really sinning against, if you insist on your freedoms, and wound your fellow Christian? (v12) 

 

What would Paul rather do, than cause a fellow Christian to sin? And how far is Paul prepared to go in restricting his 
freedoms? (v13).  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Application ...  

Now, back to those case studies: armed with this approach from Paul, what do you do for example, when you’re 
dealing with a Christian brother or sister with a past in hardcore drink, or astrology, or Eastern mysticism, or 
witchcraft, or a destructive social life, or sexual immorality (fill in the blank).  

Well, you could boldly insist on your freedoms with alcohol, nightclubbing, reading New Idea (with all of its 
celebration of immorality, gossip, astrological charting etc), martial arts (with its links to Eastern Mysticism), fill in 
the blank. And you could tell that Christian that their “weakness” is ‘cramping your style’, and that they need to 
“get some knowledge and get over it!” 

 

 

But what do you think Paul would do?  

 

 

How could you use your freedom in love?  

 

 

Are you prepared to restrict your freedoms, in contentious areas, in order to strengthen and edify others?  



1 Corinthians 9 
Being All Things to All Men 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1 Corinthians 9 
1 Corinthians 9 is all about freedom again. (1 Corinthians 8-10 actually forms one seamless argument from 
Paul, as he tackles the same problem from various angles). Last week in chapter 8, Paul tackled the difficult 
issue of “food sacrificed to idols”, and he basically encouraged the Corinthians to use their “freedom” in love, 
and to be willing to forgo their freedoms for others. 
 

This week in chapter 9, Paul uses an example from his own life as an Apostle, about the various freedoms he 
had ‘given up’, in his quest to win people to Christ.  
 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 9:1-6.  
What does Paul say about his ‘freedoms’ and his ‘rights’ as an Apostle in 9:1-6? 
 
 

 
 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 9:7-18.  
Paul now uses the issue of the ‘payment’ or ‘support’ that he as an Apostle had a ‘right’ to expect from the 
Corinthians, as a good case study to make his point. In verse 7, he uses some ‘worldly’ examples. Then in vs 
8-12 & vs 13-14 he uses some ‘scriptural’ examples from the Old Testament, about workers sharing in the 
fruits of their labour. Read these verses, & assess what Paul says he had a ‘right’ to expect from the 
Corinthians, as someone who had given himself to their service?  
 
 
 
Infact, what does Paul say the Lord has commanded in regard to the support of ‘gospel workers’? (v14)  What 
implications does this have for the support of ‘gospel workers’ or ‘full -time Christian workers’ today?  
 
 
 
And yet, here’s the rub. Did Paul actually enforce his ‘right’ to ‘payment’ from the Corinthians? (vs 12b, and 
16. See Acts 18:1-3 for how Paul supported himself).  
 
 
 
Why do you think he didn’t demand this right? (vs 16-18) 
 

Think it through ... 
Think about our church meetings for a minute. How accessible do you think they are to the outsider 
(someone who doesn’t regularly come to church)?  
 
Think about your own habits as a Christian too. Think about the places you frequent, where you eat, what 
you wear, how you speak. If an outsider were to rate whether they thought there was anything different 
about you to them, apart from what you have said you ‘believe’, would they be able to see any difference? 
And would that be a good thing, or a bad thing?  
 

ό¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳŜǎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ΨŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǳŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻύ 
 



(Because Paul knew he was a man under obligation to Christ. He was compelled to preach the gospel, on 
ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΦ {ƻ Ǉŀȅ ƻǊ ƴƻ ǇŀȅΣ tŀǳƭ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎΦ !ƴŘ 
ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜΣ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƻŦfered in the gospel, by offering the gospel free of charge, and 
not making use of his ΨrightsΩ).  
 
There’s a lot more that could be said about this issue of support for Christian workers. But in verses 19-23, 
Paul now expands the scope of his application about ‘freedom’ & ‘rights’, not just to talk about payment , but 
to describe his whole ‘modus operandi’, the basic way he approached life, as an Apostle of Christ.  
 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 
What is Paul’s motivation in giving up his freedoms, for the sake of others? (V19) 
 
(To win as many as possible to Christ).  
 
 
Paul now goes on to give a snapshot of his approach when with both Jews and Gentiles, and with ‘weaker’ 
Christians (vs 20-22). Try and capture in a sentence what Paul is saying about how he tried to live?  
 
(To summarise: Paul was very flexible in how he lived life. Note, that this has got nothing to do with his ethical 
or moral life. Paul himself says here that he was by no means ΨƭŀǿƭŜǎǎΩ v21.  No, he lived with a powerful 
sense of obedience to Christ ς ƛŜ ƘŜ ƻōŜȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ψƭŀǿ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩ ǾнмΦ And also, in verses 24-27 Paul shows us 
that when it came to his Christian life, & to his own personal godliness, he was a very very disciplined man.  
But in terms of the customs he observed, and the things he saw as necessary, or irrelevant for relating to this 
group or that, Paul was very flexible).  
 
 
Another way of putting all this, is to say that Paul lived a life of ‘contending’ for the timeless truths of the 
gospel (Jude 1:3), while also ‘contextualising’ his presentation of the gospel, and his presentation of himself  
and the customs he observed, to win a hearing with various groups, and make the gospel clear to them, 
without putting any cultural blockages in their way. In other words, he preached the ‘timeless’ gospel, using 
‘timely’ methods to reach different groups of people.  
 
 

  Application  
This one chapter of Paul’s letter has massive implications for the way Christians do church, conduct mission, & relate 
socially to other people groups outside their little ‘tribe’.  

 
 
Have a think now about the kinds of things in our church life, & in your own personal life & cul tural identity that have 
the potential to be ‘cultural roadblocks’ which could prevent someone from hearing the gospel when in our church, 
or when spending time with us.  
 

 
 
How flexible are you when it comes to ‘winning others’?  
Are there customs, rituals, habits, or attitudes of yours that would alienate others from Christ? And when people look 
at your life, do they say you are ‘different’ for all the right reasons, or for all the wrong reasons?   
 



1 Corinthians 10 
The Dark Side of Freedom 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Danger of Christian Freedom 
We return this week to the issue of freedom and the Christian life. In chapter 8, we looked at using your 
freedom in ‘loving’ ways. In chapter 9, we looked at ‘giving up’ your freedoms and being ‘flexible Christians’, 
to win others to Christ. This week, as Paul’s advice to the Corinthians on “food sacrificed to idols” comes full 
circle, we look at the danger of Christian freedom.  
 
It’s fair to say that until now, Paul’s advice to the Corinthians, has been all about considering ‘others’ in our use of 
our freedoms. But Paul knows too, that if the Corinthians were going to keep on pushing the boundaries & 
misusing their freedoms, then at the end of the day it wouldn’t be just others they would destroy. No, they would 
soon destroy themselves as well.  
 
And to illustrate this point very powerfully, Paul turns to the example of Israel  - a people who like the Corinthians 
had ‘knowledge’. And they had tremendous spiritual privilege & pedigree.  
 
 
 

Read 1 Corinthians 10:1-4. 
What does Paul say here about the privileges given to the nation of Israel?  
 
 
 
Do you think the situation is any different to our own situation of spiritual privilege?  
 
 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 10:5-13 
Despite having great privilege & a ‘knowledge’ of the true God (as opposed to idols), Paul says here that the 
nation of Israel fell into sin in terrible ways throughout their history.  
 
What are the 3 areas of sin that they fell into? (vs 7-10) 
 
(They became idolaters, even though God had revealed himself to them in power at Sinai. They bowed down to 
images of creation, not the creator v7. They committed sexual immorality v8. They grumbled against God ς they 
tested him vs9-10. Read Exodus 32 for a full history. Paul seems to hint in 1 Cor 10 that a bit more than ΨdancingΩ 
and festivity was going on in-front of this golden calf). 
 
όbƻǘŜ ŀƭǎƻΥ ǿƘŜƴ tŀǳƭ ǘŀƭƪǎ ƛƴ ǾпΣ ŀōƻǳǘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ΨŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǊƻŎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǊƻŎƪ ǿŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ to the incident in Exodus 17:1-7. And he is really just giving us an insight here into 
ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǳƴŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ !ƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜƴΣ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛōƭŜ ǎǇƻƪŜ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŜ 
[hw5Ω ƻǊ Ψ¸ŀƘǿŜƘΩ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳƛǊŀŎulously, God the pre-incarnate Son - Christ was there in 
that moment also, because he is one with the Father in all of their being & works, providing miraculously for his 
people, even then).  

Think it through ...  
How much like your surrounding culture can you become as a Christian, before you begin to just start indulging in the 
same sin as your culture? Discuss.  
 



Why ultimately is Paul reminding the Corinthians of these events? (v6, v11).  
 
(He wants to use them as a warning v6 & 11, to stop them setting their hearts on evil things. He wants to 
ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ΨǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΩύ 
 
 

Read 1 Corinthians 10:14-22 

As Paul closes out his argument in 1 Corinthians 8-10, he closes it out with the pointy end of the stick. Because 
here were some of these Corinthians, boldly going up to the pagan temple in Corinth, ‘keeping up their ties with 
the culture’ & being ‘culturally relevant Christians’, & proudly proclaiming their ‘freedom in Christ’ as they did it.  

And Paul has agreed in chapter 8, that ‘yes, there is only one God, that an ‘idol is nothing & that any meat can be 
received with thanks’. He needed to do that, because it’s true.  

But now, he wants to warn these Corinthians of the great danger they place themselves in if they continue to act 
so foolishly. Because, eating meat that’s been sacrificed to an idol somewhere may be one thing. It’s just meat. 
But deliberately & naively visiting these temples & joining in these pagan sacrifice meals (as some of them were 
probably doing – the ‘stronger’ more permissive church members) was like toying with destruction! Because Paul 
knows that even though the idols themselves are nothing, behind them stand spiritual forces (demonic forces in 
fact) patiently, cunningly, hell bent on the Corinthian’s destruction.   

 

 

What then is Paul’s instruction to the Corinthians about going to the temple & joining in, and about idolatry in 
general? vs 14, 19-21.  

 
To illustrate his reasoning, Paul takes 2 examples in vs 16-17, and vs 18. The illustrations are all about 
‘participation’. He says when the Christian participates in the Lord’s Supper, they identify with Christ. Likewise, in 
the Old Testament, when the Levite Priests conducted sacrifices in the Jewish temple, they were ‘participating in’ 
everything that ‘altar’ stood for. Likewise then, what does Paul say the Corinthians were doing by going up to the 
pagan temple & joining in (v20-21)?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 10:23-31 

 

 

 

 

 

Application 

The issue of idolatry and sin runs deep in our culture too, just like it did in their day. And an idol doesn’t need to be  
a piece of wood or stone stuck in some pagan temple in Corinth either. No, an idol is any thing or activity that 
distracts or diverts our love & worship away from God (Rom 1:24).  

 

 

What are some of our modern idols, and their associated dangers? How can you be sure to flee them (v14)? 

ό¢ƘŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ƘŜǊŜΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ΨǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅ ϧ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ϧ ǘƘƛƴƪ 
ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ōǳǊƴŜŘΦ !ƴŘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ the temple of pleasure either, thinking that a life of illicit 
sensuality, alcohol abuse, or selfish luxury will not draw us away from Christ. And we cannot worship at the temple 
of any of our other modern idols either: fame & fortune, status, power, sexual sin, or the temple of other religions. 
¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ΨǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŜǊŜΩ ŀǎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǊǳƛƴŜŘΦ CƻǊ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛŘƻƭǎΣ ŀǎ tŀǳƭ ǎŜŜƳǎ 
to say here, lie spiritual forces, hell bent on using what seems harmless, for our destruction.)  

 



 

Paul now lands the whole argument with some practical exhortations & conclusions.  

 

In verse 23, he quotes some of their own little ‘catch-cries’ back at them. What’s he saying? 

όIŜΩǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ that ΨǘƘƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ freedom permits you to do anything or go anywhere, not 
every activity or place will benefit you spiritually, or be constructive to your growth.)    

 

 

 

In vs 25-29, Paul re-states some of the principles we saw in chapter 8, about eating ‘meat’ in various contexts. But 
in vs 31-33 he really shows his hand about how he hoped the Corinthains would live when it came to all these 
kinds of matters. He concludes with 3 principles. What are they? 

 

V31 

 

 

V32 

 

 

V33 

 

 

όtŀǳƭΩs desire for the Corinthians is that their entire lives will be lived out with the 3 interrelated goals ƻŦ ΨƎƭƻǊƛŦȅƛƴƎ 
DƻŘΩΣ Ψƴƻǘ Ŏŀǳsing others to stumble in /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΩΣ ŀƴŘ Ψnot putting roadblocks in the way of outsiders, so 
that they may be savedΩΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƴŜŀǘ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ о ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊs). 

 

 

  Application  

How close to our culture can a Christian become then, before they begin indulging in the same sin as their culture? 
Contextualization, flexibility, and ‘being all things’ is one thing. But let ‘all things for the glory of God’ be your guide.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



1 Corinthians 11 
The Ordered Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Most of us agree that order in our world, and in society is a good thing. Well, in 1 Corinthians 11-14, Paul 
begins a little mini-series on the whole issue of church order, particularly when it came to the public 
gathering of the Corinthian church. This is another of the issues the Corinthians have asked Paul about.  

 
Male / Female Relationships in the Church of God ... Background 
The first issue Paul touches on in regards to ‘order’ is the issue of male / female relationships in the church of 
God. It’s hard to get to the bottom of what the precise issue Paul is dealing with here. But, we can be pretty 
sure it looked something like this. It seems that the Corinthian woman, had begun throwing off their 
traditional ‘head-coverings’ (read ‘head scarves’) in the meeting when they prayed or prophesied, which in 
that culture and time was basically like saying they were ‘done’ with female roles & gender distinctions. 
‘Their freedom in Christ’ had abolished those old distinctions’ they might have said.  

 
Note 2 things about this: Paul is not unhappy that the women were playing a role in the meeting. He actually 
wants to encourage that! But he was unhappy with how they were doing it. And note also, that just as dress 
is important in some cultures today, it seems that dress was important in what it communicated about 
‘gender roles’ in their culture also (this is still true in our culture also – we’ll come back to this).  
 
To address the problem, Paul begins by teaching the Corinthians about the order that is part of ‘ultimate 
reality’ – the order that exists within God himself, and which spills over into God’s world. 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 11:2-3 
Paul gives 3 examples of ordered relationships here. List them out. What does he say about each? 
 
A man / husband to Christ v3 

 
A woman / wife to her husband v3.  

 
Christ / to God his Father v3. 
 

 
Let’s pause and come to terms with what Paul is saying.  

Paul is saying, that since time immemorial, Christ, the King of Kings & Lord of Lords, who is no less God & who is 
equal in glory & power with the Father, has always & will always be in loving submission to his Father’s headship. 
And, if we can grasp how magnificent that is, then it puts the order God has established in human relations into 
perspective. Think about this, is there any loss of dignity or glory for Jesus in his submission to his Father? No, it 
actually marks him out as the Son. He is the Son. And God is Father. It defines who Christ is within God.  

Think it Through … 

Do you think that order is a good thing? 

Think through the patterns you see in our world: seasons and years, night and day. What do you think would 
happen if the order woven into creation broke down, even for a second?  

 

Do you think societies function well without order? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



And so, if that is true of God, then what Paul shows at the beginning of verse 3, is that in some wonderful way 
God’s trinitarian order spills over into his world.  
 

Paul gives 2 examples in these verses that apply to the current problem, and he says:  

Firstly, that just as Christ submits to the Father, so every man must submit to Christ as his head. Husbands are still 
under authority!  

And secondly, in the husband / wife relationship it’s the same - the wife is to place herself under the loving 
headship of her husband v3.  She is no less equal, or honoured, or valuable, or intelligent. But Paul is saying, that 
there is an order in human relationships that is more than just cultural. And when a wife submits to the l oving 
leadership of her husband, she actually frees herself to be as God intended her, a wife & not a husband. 
 

 

 
Read 1 Corinthians 11:4-6 

Paul now applies this principle of headship to the Corinthian church meeting. And he basically says that in the 
Christian meeting, God’s order needs to be ‘seen’ to be believed. And just as head coverings are important in 
some cultures today, they were important in Corinthian culture. A man would show his masculinity, with short 
hair, & no head cover. And a woman would show her femininity with her hair, not wild, or shaved off, & in public, 
she’d wear it bound under a veil or a cover.   
 
How does Paul exhort the Corinthian men and women to demonstrate God’s good order between male and 
female, husband and wife, in the way they dressed, and ministered at church?  
 
(Paul uses the word ΨƘŜŀŘΩ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ н ǿŀȅǎΦ Lƴ Ǿп ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΥ ΨƛŦ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ŘƻŜǎ ǇǊŀȅ ƻǊ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǎȅ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘΣ ƘŜ 
ŘƛǎƘƻƴƻǳǊǎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ƘŜŀŘ όǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ мύΦ !ƴŘΣ ƘŜ ŘƛǎƘƻƴƻǳǊǎ Ƙƛǎ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƘŜŀŘ όǿƘƻ ƛǎ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘύΩΦ ²Ƙȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ŘƛǎƘƻƴƻǳǊΚ ²Ŝƭƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ōȅ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘΣ ƘŜΩŘ ōŜ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
he was unhappy with his role as a man, a husband, a leader of his family or church. And, by covering his head in 
that culture, he would be expressing a feminine role!  And that would bring no honour to him, or Christ.   
 
On the other hand, as Paul applies this principle to the wife, he says v5: 
Ψ[ƛƪŜǿƛǎŜΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƘƻ ǇǊŀȅǎ ƻǊ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǎƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘ ǳƴŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ όϧ ōȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ǎƘŜ 
was basically saying, she was unhappy with her femininity & her relationship to her husband) if a woman does 
that publicly, then she would not only dishonour her own head (the one on her shoulders), but she would also 
ŘƛǎƘƻƴƻǳǊ ƘŜǊ ŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƘŜŀŘ όƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘύΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ƻǳǘǿŀǊŘƭȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ǎƘŜ ƴƻ ƭƻnger respected their God given 
ǊƻƭŜǎΣ ϧ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǳƴƘŀǇǇȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ōƻƛƭǎ ŘƻǿƴΦύ 
 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 11:7-10 
Paul now dips into the creation story to reinforce that the principle of ‘headship’ is found there also.  
What does he say?  

(Paul basically says there ƛƴ Ǿу ǘƘŀǘ ΨōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŀƴΩ (in some miraculous way, Eve was taken 
ŦǊƻƳ !ŘŀƳύΦ !ƴŘ Ǿф ΨōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƴΩ όthat is, because she perfectly complemented him, & 
he was delighted with her).  And, ΨōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭǎΩ v10 (and the way they as glorious beings, perfectly take 
their place in the order of things) Because of this rich creation order, ǎƻ Ǿмл Ψŀ ǿƛŦŜ ƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ 
authority on her head when she ministers at ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩ that visibly expressed in the 1st Century, that she too was 
happy ǿƛǘƘƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƻǊŘŜǊύΦ  

 
Read 1 Corinthians 11:11-12  

Paul now goes on immediately to balance his previous statement out. And he now talks about the 
‘interdependence of the sexes’. What does he say? Summarise.  



όtŀǳƭ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴΣ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΣ ǎƻ ƘŜ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 
ŀƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǳǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ  ±ŜǊǎŜ ммΥ ΨLƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ΨǿƻƳŀƴ is not 
independent of man, nor is man independent of woman. V12 For just as woman came from man (at creation), so 
ŀƭǎƻ Ƴŀƴ ƛǎ ōƻǊƴ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŀƴ όϧ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ŀƭƛǾŜΣ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǿŜ Ƙƛǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΣ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊύΦ  

Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΥ Ψ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ƘŜǊŜΣ ōǳǘ Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ϧ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜΦ 9ŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎΣ ōǊƛƴƎ 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΦ !ƴŘ ƳŜƴ ϧ ǿƻƳŜƴΣ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƎƛŦǘ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦύ 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 11:13-16 

Finally, as Paul wraps things up in this section, he appeals to the ‘very nature of things’ as the reason why men are 
to be men, and women are to be women in the church of God. What does he say? 

 

ό{ƛƳǇƭŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΦ tŀǳƭ ƛǎ ŀǇǇŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀōƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜȄŜǎ όǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ ǘƘŜir God given 
appearance: men with shorter hair, and women with longer glorious hair  - in virtually every culture - and he 
appeals to that, in order to say that in the church, we need to preserve our maleness & femaleness in how we look, 
as a sign of the order God has established between us.  So, because in Corinth a woman would show her femininity 
in public by wearing a veil (which mirrored her longer hair), Paul wants to urge the Corinthian women to keep 
doing that, as a public sign of their femininity, & ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƻǊ ǿƛŦŜΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ 
ƻǊŘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴύΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Application  

There are 3 key areas of application of this passage. 

 

What role does Paul encourage the women to play publicly here, in the public ministries of the church? 

(¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΩ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ through public prayer & prophecy. 

Prophecy is something different to the long-term authoritative teaching of the church (which Paul commands the men to do in 1 
¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ нύΦ .ǳǘ tŀǳƭ ƛǎ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ΨŜŘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ (which is prophecy. See 1 Cor 14), 
for the ladies, as they encourage the congregation in prayer, testimony, & as they share spiritual insights).  
 

What does Paul encourage here about preserving the outward marks of our maleness & femaleness? 

(In our culturŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǾŜƛƭΩΣ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ϧ 

ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ LŦ ŀ ƳŀƴΣ ƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǎǘŀŦŦ όŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜύ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŀƛǊ of 
board shorts, with no shirt & a hat; or if they wore a dress, with long hair & a ribbon, we all agree that would bring no honour to 
them as men, or to Christ. Likewise, if a woman were to wear beat up overalls, with her head shaved, & with tattoos all over, that 
would proōŀōƭȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǳƴƘŀǇǇȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦŜƳŀƭŜΦ So even today, we still communicate things by how we 

dress. So, we just need to use wisdom here. Our Ladies need to demonstrate femininity in the way they act & dress. And men, 
need to demonstrate masculinity, in the way they act & dress, in a way that our culture will see - all for the glory of God). 
 

What does Paul say about the life-giving principle of ‘headship’ in the Christian marriage, and at church? 

όCƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴk through what it means for our men not to be wimps & abdicate. Nor are they to 
be chauvinistic pigs & steam roll. But they are to exercise loving leadership at church. And then for the family, it means, that 

ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜΣ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎpiritual blessedness of their family. And that means thinking about, how to pray 
& read the bible with their wives & families. Men, must not abdicate responsibility for this & leave it all to their wives!  It is a 
shameful thing, if the wife is having to pǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ bƻΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ 

wife & family, so they never get the impression that business comes first, & church & family, second or third. And husbands, 
are never to abuse their role either. No, rather it is a role of service, as they model Jesus - who was willing to lay down his l ife 
ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ΨōǊƛŘŜΩ - the church. And wives, even while the world screams at you not to, pray for the humility to accept your 
ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ κ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ even if like so many of us, it is so inadequate & feeble). 

 

 



Supplementary Leader’s Notes on 11:17-34: The Lord’s Supper 

(Use these notes, if the group has time to investigate the next section on the Lord’s Supper).  

Remember, that when we think of ‘The Lord’s Supper’, we probably think of that little piece of bread & a cup of 
grape juice we take at church sometimes. But if we’re going to understand Paul’s rebuke here, we need to 
understand that he’s taking issue with their wider fellowship meals, that would end with the smaller memorial 
meal that Jesus taught. For them, church didn’t go for just an hour. No, it happened in a home. It went on for a 
while. And it involved eating together.   And, what was most likely happening was that some of the Corinthians 
were crashing into these house meals, pigging out on everything & even getting drunk!   

And so, for the poorer or weaker members (who didn’t have money to bring food & wine, or who were slaves & 
couldn’t get there first) when they did arrive, all that was left were scraps, or just the small portion left for the 
‘remembrance meal’. And so, they went hungry!  

And Paul takes issue with this in v17. He says:  17 In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your 
meetings do more harm than good. 18 In the first place, I hear that when you come together as a church, there 
are divisions among you, and to some extent I believe it.  

Verse 20: 20 When you come together, it is not the Lord's Supper you eat (it is not a supper that would honor 
Jesus) 21 for as you eat, each of you goes ahead without waiting for anybody else. One remains hungry, another 
gets drunk. 22 (you wealthy) have homes to eat and drink in (don’t you)? Or do you despise the church of God 
and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you for this? Certainly not!    

So, their common meals had become a bun fight!  Some were pigging out, while others were missing out!     

And so, when it came to the ‘special part’ of the meal, it was a joke! Because how can you really take part in a 
‘ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŀƭΩ, to remember the King when you’ve just been despising his people!   

 
And so Paul says 2 things here to help them turn this ‘special meal’, back into something meaningful.  

Firstly, in verses 23-26: he says it’s got to be a meal that proclaims Jesus, & not promotes yourselves.  

And secondly, in verses 27-34: it’s got to be a meal that reflects Jesus, through sincere fellowship.  
 

A Meal that Proclaims Jesus … (vv23-26) 

Look at vv 23-26 as Paul goes back to basics about this special meal. He says:  

23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in 
remembrance of me." 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink 
this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.  

A true Lord’s Supper then, must proclaim Jesus. That’s the symbolism. It points us to the cross!   
 

A Meal that Reflects Jesus (vv27-34) 

And secondly, a true Lord’s Supper must reflect Jesus’ work through sincere fellowship. Look at verses 27-34.  

He says: 27 Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, will be 
guilty of sinning against the body & blood of the Lord (they’ll be guilty of mocking Jesus’ sacrifice for them).  

How would you eat such a meal unworthily? Well, in their case it was all about their selfishness. Because just 
before the “special part”, they’d pigged out & left nothing for others! They’d acted unworthily of Christ!  

And it’s serious! V28 he says ‘examine yourselves then’. Because v29 ‘anyone who eats & drinks this special 
meal, without recognizing each other (the body of the Lord) will eat & drink judgement on themselves’.  



And v30, that’s exactly what was happening: 30 That’s why many of you are weak & sick’ he says ‘and some have 
fallen asleep. 31 But, if we examined ourselves, we wouldn’t come under judgment. 32 When we are judged by 
the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be condemned with the world.  

And right here, is the serious heart of the matter. Because God is jealous for his church.  And when we threaten 
its growth & unity through selfishness, like the Corinthians were doing, then God’s discipline may well fall on us. 
That is how much God cares for his church. And so, the conclusion V 33:  

33 So brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for each other. 34 If anyone is hungry, eat at home, so that 
when you meet together (to remember Christ in this special way) it won’t result in judgment.’ 

 
Summary: The Lord’s Supper is a good thing for us to keep doing as Christians. It’s a visible reminder of Jesus’ 
blood poured out & his body broken for us. It’s not magical. It means nothing unless you understand what the 
symbols are pointing to - the cross.  And, it is an empty symbol, if it’s not combined with faith & with sincere love 
for each other.   

  



1 Corinthians 12 
The Spiritually Gifted Church. Part #1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions 1 Corinthians 12:1 
 

1 Corinthians 12-14 ... Background 
1 Corinthians 12-14 is Paul’s response to the Corinthian church on all these kinds of issues. Now, it seems 
that the Corinthian church was a youngish church that was experiencing a burst of spiritual life. And it was an 
exciting place to be. But at worst, this new life had made the church a place of rivalry, and a place to show off 
really, rather than a place to serve others.  

And for the Corinthians, the kinds of ‘spiritual gifts’ they seemed to prize the most were the kinds of gifts that 
elevated the individual, and not the church body. They loved the more fantastic manifestations of the Spirit, like 
speaking-in-tongues, as opposed to the more ordinary gifts, like gifts of administration & so on.   

Tongues-speaking was a particular sign of spirituality for some in Corinth. We’ll see that in chapter 14.  

And Paul is very careful in his reply to them here. They’ve asked for some advice. And he doesn’t want to allow 
excesses in their use of gifts that will divide them. And he doesn’t want to quench the work of the Spirit either. 
But he does want them to be mature. And so he goes about instructing them on this issue. But first Paul begins 
with a word of caution on the dangers of all ‘spiritual experience’ in general.  

 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-3 
 

How, according to Paul can ‘spiritual experience’ be a danger to the authentic experience of Christian growth 
and Christian discipleship? (12:1-3) 
 

(TƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ΨŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΩ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ the Spirit, and is edifying. Paul reminds them here of their past 
life in paganism, and says: Ψremember that when you were pagans ȅƻǳ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ΨǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΩ ǘƘŜƴ - 
sometimes a frenzy of experience in those temples. .¦¢ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭŜŀŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ DƻŘ. It actually led you toward 
ƛŘƻƭǎΩ Ǿн. {ƻ Ψŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΩ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ, ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΦ  

What then is the test for true spiritual experience? It is this: Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΚΩ 

IŜ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ǾоΦ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ΨƛŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΣ ϧ Ƙȅpothetically speaking 
ǘƘŜȅ ƎŜǘ ǎƻ ΨŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀǿŀȅΩ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŜǾŜƴ ōƭǳǊǘ ƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ΨWŜǎǳǎ ōŜ ŎǳǊǎŜŘΩΤ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 
ƳƛƎƘǘ ƭƻƻƪ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ϧ ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƧǳŘƎŜ ƛǘ ōȅ ƛǘǎ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜΦ !ƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ DƻŘ 
is genuinely moving by his Spirit ƛƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŀȅ ΨWŜǎǳǎ ōŜ ŎǳǊǎŜŘΩΦ LŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘΣ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ǊŜŀƭ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ƛŦ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ǿƘŜƴ DƻŘ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ȅƻǳΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŎǊȅ ǾоΥ ΨWŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ 
[ƻǊŘΩΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ ƳŀǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΥ ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎƘƛǇ ϧ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ϧ ƴƻǘ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ 
experience, which can be totally pagan.  

 
 
 

Think it through … 

What comes to mind when you think of spiritual gifts? 

 

What do you think is the purpose of spiritual gifts?  

 
 

Do you think our church is a church that encourages ‘spiritual gifts’? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 
 

Why is it important for us to recognise that God gives many ‘different kinds of gifts’ to his church (vv4-6)? 
How will it help us to recognise this? 
 
ό¢ƘŜ /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƘǳƴƎ ǳǇ ƻƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƎƛŦǘǎΦ .¦¢Σ tŀǳƭ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǘƘŜƳ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎƛǾŜ 
м ƻǊ н ƎƛŦǘǎΦ bƻ ǾпΣ ƘŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ΨŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƎƛŦǘǎΩΦ !ƴŘ tŀǳƭ ǎƘƻǿǎ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ƛƴ ǾǾ т-11 & vv 27-31).  
 
In verses 4-6, Paul deliberately mixes his wording up. In verse 4, he uses the word ‘gift’. In verse 5, he uses 
the word ‘service’. In verse 6, he uses the word ‘working’ to describe the kinds of abilities God gives to his 
people. Why is this significant, when thinking about Spiritual gifts?  
 
(It tells us, that the abilities God gives his church are not talents for show. No, they are gifts of service, and 
ƎƛŦǘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀƳƻƴƎ us, for the benefit of others!) 
 
 
Who gives the gifts? Look closely at verses 4-6.  

 
(Paul teaches that these gifts come from the Spirit (v4). But also, from the Lord Jesus (v5), and from God the 
Father (v6). So they are not just gifts of the Spirit, like we commonly hear. They are also gifts of the Lord 
Jesus, ϧ ƎƛŦǘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΦ !ƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎΦ {ƻ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŀǎƪǎ ȅƻǳΥ ΨŘƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƎƛŦǘǎ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΚ !ƴŘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΚΩ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΥ Ψ¸ŜǎΣ ǿŜ Řƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
spiritual gifts. And we have the ones from the Father & the Lord Jesus also. And yes we are on about the 
{ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛǎ ƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ϧ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎέύΦ 
 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 12:7-11 
Why has God given these gifts to his people? (v7. See also Romans 12:3-8; Ephesians 4:7-13).  

 

(This is a key to the understanding of spiritual gifts. We need to realise that they are given by God, for the common 
ƎƻƻŘΗ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀǾŜŘ ŀǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΦ .ǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǎŀǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΗ !ƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ 
each been given gifts for others benefit. Sometimes the gifts are particular abilities like in these verses. Sometimes 
the gifts are particular people, which Paul mentions down in vv 27-31 - prophets & teachers & so on. But the 
bottom line is: Spiritual gifts are for the common good). 

 
 
Paul lists 9 gifts in these verses 7-11. There are around 19 in the New Testament. What is the danger in 
expecting that God will always give the same gifts & indeed all gifts to a particular church at once?  
 

We need to understand, that this is not an exhaustive list of gifts. In the New Testament, there are also gifts of 
leadership, teaching, administration, encouragement, generosity and so on. (Rom 12:6-8; Eph 4:11, 1 Pet 4:11).  

!ƴŘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ Ŝach gift. No, he offers a considerable list of gifts, so he can 
show the Corinthians the range of ways God is at work in his church! Some are spectacular. Some are ordinary!  

 
Has God promised to give each gift to each person? (See 12:11 & 29-31). 
 
(The answer to this is clearly no.  
NB: hƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎΣ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΦ {ƻƳŜ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ΨŎŜǎǎŀǘƛƻƴƛǎǘΩ ǾƛŜǿ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ hǘƘŜǊǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ΨŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŀǘƛƻƴƛǎǘΩ ǾƛŜǿΦ Ψ/ŜǎǎŀǘƛƻƴƛǎƳΩ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ΨŎŜŀǎŜŘΩ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ 
miraculously todaȅΣ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƛƴ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ΨŎŜǎǎŀǘƛƻƴƛǎǘΩ Ƙŀǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 
ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ψǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘΩ ŀŎǘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŀǘƛƻƴƛǎǘΩ ƘƻƭŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ŎŀƴΣ ǿƛƭƭΣ 
and even όƳŀƴȅ ǎŀȅύ Ψmust actΩ today, as he did in biblical history, and in the apostolic age. And further, they 



say that for a church to be truly Christian, spirit-ŦƛƭƭŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǇƻǎǘƻƭƛŎΣ ƛǘ ΨƳǳǎǘΩ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ all the gifts of the Spirit 
(especially the miraculous) today.  
 

The truth is, that neither of these more extreme views are true in their strictest sense. We should expect that God 
can still act miraculously. For God is completely free, and can act according to his good purposes.  
 

However, on healing and miracles - 2 things to note:  
²Ŝ ƳǳǎƴΩǘ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ everything described in the NT is necessarily prescribed for all of Church history.  

Miracles themselves only occur in 4 patches in the bible: around Moses; around Elijah / Elisha; around Jesus 
supremely; & then around the Apostles. And certainly, we should expect that God can do the miraculous today. 
But, if for us, in our place and time, God has not chosen to give theǎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ΨǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊΩ ƎƛŦǘǎΣ then we need to be 
content in his Sovereign choice v11, & not (as some who are committed to a continuationist view do) try & force 
DƻŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ fool others by trickery or stealth ς claiming that God has acted miraculously, if he has not).  

 

Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 
In verses 12-31, Paul moves from speaking about ‘abilities’ to ‘people’,  & how we use God’s gifts within the 
church. He uses the image of a ‘body’ to describe the church. In a body, are there any members that are not 
needed, or does every part play a role? What should this teach us about pride, and spiritual gifts? What 
should this teach us about ‘inferiority’ vs ‘superiority’ complexes when it comes to ‘gifts’? 
 

(It teaches us that ƴƻ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎ ŘƛǎǇŜƴǎŀōƭŜΗ God has arranged the parts of the church body, just as he 
desires, and just as it needs. There are today, just enough Peter Jensens; just enough Rick Smiths. Just enough 
(who-evers) with their gifts & abilities. No part of the body is dispensable. The body needs us.) 
 
 

In verses 27, Paul grounds this ‘body’ image of the church back in reality, with another list of gifts: the foundation 
gifts are first – apostles, prophets, & teachers v28. And then he adds 6 more, all jumbled up. Some are 
remarkable. Some are more ‘ordinary’, like gifts of administration.  Why do you think Paul does this? 

(Paul is ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ ΨThere you go CorinthiaƴǎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ƛƴǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭƭ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ the same gift, 
and that it must be spectacular! Because God has given an abundance of gifts. And you are all part of the body!) 

 

 
 

  Application  

If Satan, were going to de-rail a church through ‘spiritual gifts’, how do you think he would go about it?  

(Curiously, how is it, that so many churches have become unglued by Satan? And how does a once thriving church, ever get 
plunged onto the rocks of division! It rarely comes from the outside! Rather, it almost always comes from the inside! And it 
comes from the inside, because so often it is these very gifts, that God has given for our growth, if used selfishly, and for 
self-glory, can ruin a church!)  

 

What then does it mean to be a church that encourages and uses God’s gifts well?  

(To use them in love, for the good of the body). 

 

 
 

 

 



1 Corinthians 13 
The Spiritually Gifted Church. Part #2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Corinthians 13 ... Background  

Well, we turn today to what is perhaps one of the best known, but misused chapters in the bible!  

You will have heard it at weddings. (Infact, I think we had it at ours!) You would have heard it at Princess Diana’s 
funeral, when Tony Blair gave quite an exceptional reading of it. And you wouldn’t be surprised to find this 
chapter on a “Hallmark” card either. That is how famous it’s become.   

But understand that 1 Corinthians chapter 13, sits there in between chapters 12 & 14.  It’s all part of the same 
discussion from the Apostle Paul on spiritual gifts. And, there’s a sense in which you could actually lose chapter 
13, and pick it up again at chapter 14 v1, and Paul’s argument about ‘gifts’ would still make sense.  

But, that is the genius of chapter 13. Because through this poetry, that describes the sublime realities of love, Paul 
is putting the question to these Corinthians, and asking them: “I know you’ve got great gifts Corinthians, but how 
are you going with love, in the way you use them”. So today, we are going to investigate with Paul, the “most 
excellent way”, when it comes to using God’s gifts.  

 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 
The poetry of these verses is breath-taking! And there’s almost a sense in which to unpack it at a technical 
level, and dissect what Paul is saying, is to do the passage a dis-service. Nevertheless, we’ll give it a go. 
 
In verses 1-3, what is Paul saying about the value of spiritual gifts, used without love? 
όIŜΩǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǳǎŜƭŜǎǎ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅΦ IŜΩǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ŘƻƴΩt bother! ) 
 
 
In verses 4-7, what is Paul saying about the character of love itself?  
όbƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƭŀǳǎŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭƻǾŜΣ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀ ΨǾŜǊōΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎ 
an active thing. It is not, as our society says, an airy fairy notion or feeling. It is gutsy, and it takes action). 
 
Do you think there is a not-so-veiled rebuke in these verses for the Corinthians, about the way they were 
using spiritual gifts, and treating one another in general? From what Paul describes in the letter, could their 
lives have been described as patient, and kind toward one another; not proud, rude and self-seeking? Or 
were their lives more the reverse?  
 
(Look particularly at chapters 1-7 (5&6 in particular) - for a compendium of their pride, self-seeking, sexual 
immorality, dragging each other into court etc. The reality is that the Corinthian church were anything but 
ΨƭƻǾƛƴƎΩ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƎƛŦǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΦ {ƻ this passage functions not only as 
an exhortation of the positive character of love, but a stinging rebuke of their failures as a church).  
 

Think it through … 

Think through the ways in which love is portrayed in Western culture’s movies and media etc.  Do you think 
society sees ‘love’ largely as a ‘feeling’, or an ‘action’. Why?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Read 1 Corinthians 13:8-13 

To help us in the challenge of using spiritual gifts ‘in love’ and not getting carried away with them, Paul proceeds 
here to offer a word of ‘perspective’ on spiritual gifts. He expands the Corinthians’ horizon out to the future, and 
to life in eternity, and what does he say will happen with ‘spiritual gifts’ in eternity? (v8) 

 

 

What are the implications of v11, for our view of spiritual gifts now? 

ό¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ōŜǎǘΣ ƎƛŦǘǎ ǘƻ ŀƛŘ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŀƎŜΦ .ǳǘ when the age to come arrives, the age of 
ΨǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƛƻƴΩ, spiritual gifts ǿƻƴΩt be needed any longer. So we are not to have too high a view of spiritual gifts. 
They are gifts for this age alone, as an aid to our growth in Christ).   

 

 

Paul illustrates his point in verse 11, by likening our present experience of spiritual gifts (in this age) to that of 
children. He also likens our present knowledge & understanding of God, as like looking into a mirror, and seeing 
dimly. That doesn’t mean that we have an inaccurate knowledge of God now. No, scripture is clear that what we 
know of God is a true knowledge. It’s just that it’s not exhaustive. What effect should this have on us, to know 
that we don’t know as much about God as we think we know, and that our capacities now, as marvellous as they 
are, are like child’s play?  

(It should be a profoundly humbling realisation).  

 

 

Paul concludes in v13, with his wish-list of what he wants the Corinthians to be on about as a church. It is really a 
summary of the Christian life. And yet, even within this list of 3 attributes, one is greatest? Why? Why won’t the 
other 2 attributes (faith and hope) be necessary in eternity?  

(The answer tƻ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜǊŜΣ tŀǳƭ ƛǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴ ŜǎŎƘŀǘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǾƛŜǿ ƻƴ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΦ !ƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ 
ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ŜǘŜǊƴƛǘȅΣ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜ ς ŦƻǊ ǿŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŀƭƭ ǎŜŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜΦ !ƴŘ ƘƻǇŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
be necessary either, because our hope will have been realised ς we will possess our inheritance in all of its glorious 
fullness. But love, Paul is saying, is the greatest of these. And the reason is that love will remain. Love is part of 
ultimate reality. And love will be the very heartbeat of the age to come, because love lies at the heart of God 
ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜύΦ  

 

 

  Application  

What actions / thoughts do you need to bring to God in repentance, for your lack of love toward your Christian 
brothers and sisters?  

 

 

Are you using the gifts God has given you? What are the implications if you don’t? (See Matt 25:14-30)  

(The idea here is to urge people that a responsible and joyful exercise of our gifts, is incumbent on every Christian, if 
we desire to enjoy thŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŘŀȅύΦ  

 

How are you going to strive to use your gifts and abilities in loving ways: for God’s glory & his people’s growth? 

 

 

 

 
 

 



1 Corinthians 14 
The Spiritually Gifted Church. Part #3 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1 Corinthians 14 ... Background  

As we continue our mini-series on spiritual gifts, Paul turns in chapter 14 to cover 2 gifts in particular: the gift of 
speaking in tongues, and the gift of prophecy. And the reason Paul spills so much ink on these 2 gifts in particular, 
is because the Corinthian church was misusing the gift of tongues in particular.  

How were they doing that? Well, it seems that because they viewed tongues speaking as the supreme gift, they 
had begun trying to outdo each other in tongues in their meetings, and were even speaking over the top of each 
other for some airplay! And the result was their meetings became disorderly and chaotic.  

And Paul is most unhappy about this situation. And in fact, while he doesn’t discourage tongues speaking 
altogether in their meetings (because Paul himself spoke in tongues v5) he does say, that in the Christian meeting 
‘he’d rather have them prophesy (v5)’ (and we’ll see why this is so shortly).  

To frame the chapter, there are 2 important principles that flow out of the chapter, in relation to the church 
meeting. Firstly, Paul wants clear speech in the Christian meeting. Secondly, he wants ordered speech in the 
meeting. And those 2 priorities need to govern ‘what’ we say, and ‘how’ we say it in church.   

So, let’s do some ground work in the chapter, to see how these principles unfold. Then we’ll apply it.  
 

Read 1 Corinthians 14:1-5 

What, according to Paul is the phenomenon of tongues-speaking then? Look at v2.  
 

(Tongues speaking is a kind of Spirit-ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƪƛƴŘ ƻf prayer, or praise, or 
thanksgiving. WŜΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ Řƻǿƴ in verses 15-17. Note that the gift of tongues on view here is 
something different to the day of Pentecost in Acts 2:5-13, where the disciples were enabled to declare the gospel 
in other human languages, and people understood them. Pentecost was all about God beginning to bless the 
nations with the gospel. But here the gift seems to be jumbled speech, unless someone interprets).  
 

What, according to Paul is the purpose of the gift of tongues? Look at v4.  

(Tongues speaking ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΦ ±пΥ ΨƘŜ ǿƘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƻƴƎǳŜ ŜŘƛŦƛŜǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦέΦ  {ƻ 
tongues, is supernaturally enabled speech, spoken to God. Nobody understands it. But you yourself are edified if 
you have thaǘ ƎƛŦǘΦ 5ƻŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘΚ bƻΗ {ƘƻǳƭŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘΚ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ мн Ǿол ǎŀȅǎ άbƻέΦ .ǳǘ God gives 
this gift, as he pleases. And it is a speech gift, that unless someone interprets, it edifies self.) 
 

What on the other hand is prophecy, according to Paul? And what is its purpose? Look at v3.  

(Prophecy is speech that blesses / edifies / builds up othersΦ ±оΥ ά9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎƛŜǎΣ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ǘƻ ƳŜƴ ϧ 
women for their strengthenƛƴƎΣ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘέ ) 

Think it through … 
What would you say are the most important components of any church meeting? Let’s rank them in order.  

 Song & praise       Rank ____ Why? ___________________________ 

 Preaching & teaching      Rank ____ Why? ___________________________ 
 Announcements      Rank ____ Why? ___________________________ 

 Kid’s talk       Rank ____ Why? ___________________________ 

 Informal testimony & encouragement    Rank ____ Why? ___________________________ 
 Prayer time       Rank ____ Why? ___________________________ 

 Fellowship time / morning tea / supper    Rank ____ Why? ___________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



To sharpen that up, Paul gives a few examples of what prophecy looks like down in chapter 14 v26. He’s just been 
speaking there about people prophesying in the meeting in vv24&25, and he goes on to explain how it should be 
regulated. And he says v26: ‘So, when you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a 
revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. Do it all for the strengthening of the church.” Paul is saying here then, 
that’s what prophecy is. It is Spirit-led Christian speech.  

It is the fulfilment of Joel chapter 2, which the Apostle Peter quotes at Pentecost, where God promised that ‘in 
the last days he would pour out his Spirit on his people and they would prophesy’ (Acts 2:17-21; Joel 2:28-32)  

So, prophecy in the New Testament is a broader activity than the Old Testament. It’s not a ‘thus says the Lord’ 
model, where 1 person would be God’s mouthpiece. Now that God has poured out his Spirit on his people, all 
Christians have this privilege of engaging in a prophetic ministry to each other, as we declare God’s truths.  

Therefore, in Paul’s own categories (v26), prophecy can be as simple as the songs we sing at church, or a song 
sung to the congregation that declares God’s truth. It can be a public word of testimony to God’s blessing in your 
life or ministry. It could be a public word of encouragement about what God has been teaching you. It could be a 
word of wisdom or insight about an issue the church is facing. Or v26, a message in tongues even functions as 
prophecy if it is interpreted. All of those activities seem to come under Paul’s ‘umbrella term’ of prophecy.  

Prophecy is clear, Spirit-inspired speech that declares God’s truth, and builds others. And because of that, Paul 
says in v5, that in the church meeting: “I would rather have you prophesy”.   

 

Read 1 Corinthians 14:6-12 

What is the key principle that Paul is laying out here, for speech in the Christian meeting? And why?  
 

 (The basic principle here, is that speech in the Christian meeting must be clear, so that the hearers can be edified. 
If a person cannot understand what is being said, they remain totally unedified ie. unbuilt-up as a Christian). 

 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 14:13-19 

Paul now applies this principle of ‘clear speech’ in the meeting to the issue of tongues speaking. Here’s the key 
question Paul wants us to answer about all this: ‘Which meeting would Paul prefer to be at - the meeting where 
someone gets up & says “Jesus is Lord of all”(5 clear words); or would he prefer to be at the meeting where 
someone gets up & speaks for 5 minutes in a tongue you can’t understand?  
 

 (Clearly, the principle at stake is that our speech must be absolutely clear, for the sake of the church body. And 
Paul would far prefer the meeting with no tongues at all, than a grand display of tongues but no clarity).   

 

Read 1 Corinthians 14:20-25 

In these next verses, Paul now thinks about the value of clear speech, for the sake of the ‘outsider’ also, the 
visitor to a meeting. To make his point, in v21 Paul quotes from Isaiah 28: 11-12 - which was a moment of 
judgement on Israel. Israel had refused to hear the word of God from their prophet Isaiah. And so, they were in 
the grip of foreign invasion. And God said to them then: “Through men of strange tongues & through the lips of 
foreigners I will speak to this people, but even then they will not listen to me” (1Cor 14:21; Is 28:11-12). The point 
being made, is that the sound of strange speech then, marked a moment of judgement on Israel.  

And Paul uses that example here & now, to illustrate what effect un-explained tongues has on visitors to a 
church meeting today. What does Paul say is the result , when a visitor / outsider / unbeliever comes into a 
Church meeting & they can’t understand what’s being said, because all are speaking in tongues? Look at v23.  
 

(Paul is ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ Ψƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƧǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΣ ϧ 
ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ōŜ ƴƻ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǘǊǳǘƘΩΦ ²Ŝ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ΨǿƛǘƘƘƻƭŘ DƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳΣ ōȅ ƴƻǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ 
speech to them clearly).  



What, on the other hand, is the effect of clear Christian speech (prophecy) in the church meeting, for the 
outsider? Look at v24-25.  

 

(LŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǎ ΨƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ ƛǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ 
the gospel, then the outsider has every chance of being convicted of sin, and falling down and confessing that God 
ƛǎ ΨŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǳǎΩ όǾнрύΦ Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ tŀǳƭ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ƘŜǊŜ, that there is actually an evangelistic edge to the way we 
ǳǎŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƛŦǘǎ. For, the God who gave these gifts cares deeply for the outsider as well. And he wants us to make 
what we do & say at church completely accessible to all.) 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 14:29-40 

Paul now gives some instructions about order in the delivery and evaluation of prophetic speech in the 
church meeting (prophetic speech being an umbrella term for ‘hymns, words of instruction, revelations, 
tongues, testimonies etc as we saw before). To translate this into our context, this might look something like 
a time of ‘sharing’ and ‘encouragement’ that we sometimes have in our meetings - where we open the floor 
for people to address the rest of the church ‘body’, as God lays it upon their heart to do so.  

What does Paul say is the overriding principle that should govern such times? Look at v33.  

(God is a God of order. Therefore, our meetings should reflect this) 

 

What is Paul’s command regarding the use of un-explained tongues in the meeting? Look at v28.  

(There is therefore no excuse for the church or the church meeting where unexplained and un-interpreted 
tongues ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŀ ΨŦǊŜŜ-for-ŀƭƭΩ. It is a matter of disobedience to the scriptures, 
that such a practice should be allowed to happen. And it is certainly not a mark of ΨƘƛƎƘŜǊ spiritualityΩ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ǘƻ 
happen. We need to remember, ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ (2 Tim 3:16), 
and they are binding on his churchΣ ƛƴ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ Ψǳƴ-ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƛǘȅΩ ƛƴŦŀŎǘΣ ŦƻǊ 
such a practice to ever go un-checked, and unregulated).  

 

 What is Paul’s command to the women, or the wives of the congregation, during this process of evaluating 
prophecy? (v33b-35).  

(.ŜŀǊ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜƳ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŜȅŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ 
weighing prophecy. And, because prophecy can so powerfully effect the life of the church, once again Paul is 
askiƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǇ ǳǇ ϧ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎŀƛŘΦ  

What might have been happening in Corinth, was that some of the women or wives were calling out & questioning 
their husbands κƻǊ ŀ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΣ ƻǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ ǾŀƭƛŘΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ 
person should be quiet now etc. And Paul is saying: άLΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΦ LǘΩǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƻŎƪŜǊȅ ƻŦ thingsέΦ  

Instead, Paul lays the responsibility for the spiritual leadership of the church, firmly at the feet of the men, or the 
husbands here. In the family & the local church - м ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ о ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŜƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜΦ Lǘ 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ superior. It just makes them responsible before God! !ƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ ΨǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ 
exhortation has been placed before the congregation that can affect the life or direction of the church: Men ... 
ōŀǘǘŜǊ ǳǇΣ ƎŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘέΦ 

And, this silence for the women in v34, is not an absolute silence either. We know from chapter 11, that Paul 
wanted the ladies of the church to play a vital public role in prayer and prophecy. (By the way, in secular 
ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ /ƻǊƛƴǘƘΣ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǘǘŜǊ ŀ ǿƻǊŘΦ {ƻ ōȅ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŦǊŜŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
church). But, fundaƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ tŀǳƭ ƛǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΥ άaŜƴΣ ϧ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊǎΣ ƻǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 
be responsible for the spiritual health of the church. And when it is being publicly urged in a particular direction, 
the buck stops with you to evaluate & leadέύΦ  

 

 



What is the one thing in church life that we are never to evaluate? Look at v37-38.  

όtŀǳƭ ƛǎ ŀŦŦƛǊƳƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ κ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΦ !ƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ƛƎƴƻǊŜǎ Ƙƛǎ 
words ς or ignores scripture ς places themselves in a very dangerous position spiritually. We are never to 
weigh, or to test scripture. Rather, we are to be obedient to it).  

 

 

 

 

   

  

Application  

There are many applications of this one chapter. Let’s try and tease a few out.  

What does the principle of ‘clarity’ say to the preacher, service leader, song leader, announcement giver, tongues 
speaker, testimony-giver, or bible-study leader about the ‘what’ of what’s said in the Christian meeting?   

(It needs to be clear, for the church body, and for the outsider).  

What does the principle of ‘order’ say to the preacher, service leader, song leader, announcement giver, tongues 
speaker, testimony-giver, or bible-study leader about the ‘how’ of what’s said in the Christian meeting?   

 (It needs to be ordered, for the church body, and the outsiderΣ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ΨƻǊŘŜǊƭȅΩ). 

 

How are we to see our church meetings? Are they for the insider, or the outsider? Or both?  

(Essentially, they are for the edification and growth of the insider ς the Christian ς with a view to being accessible 
and attractive to the outsider. By our speech and orderliness, and our vibrant Christian meeting, the outsider should 
ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǳǎ. Every church service, is therefore in a very 
ǊŜŀƭ ǎŜƴǎŜ ΨŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎǘƛŎΩ).  

 

The principle of clarity outlined in this chapter, also pushes us to examine our church practices, traditions, and even 
architecture. For, there is real sense in which ‘what is said’ from the front, could be ‘muddied’ or ‘drowned out’ by 
the noise of our traditions and practices etc. What are the areas in our church life that could possibly ‘drown out’ 
the clarity of the gospel, coming from the front?  

 

What then is the most important aspect of our church meeting?  

(Clearly, as Paul teaches in other places, preaching and teaching is the central role of the gospel minister, and is the 
lifeblood of the church (1 Tim 4:13). Thus preaching and teaching need to find first place in our church life. And in 
terms of ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ƛƴ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ - by the 
clear communicatƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩs truth).  

 

 
 

 

 



1 Corinthians 15 
The Hope of the Church 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1 Corinthians 15 ... Background 
In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul comes to his great ‘resurrection chapter’. It is an extremely important chapter for 
our understanding of life now, and life in the future for the Christian. Perhaps, to give us an idea of how 
important this teaching is, it helps us to notice where Paul has placed it, in the flow of the letter. In chapters 
1-3, Paul begins the letter with some teaching about the cross of Christ (and its implications). And now, as he 
concludes the letter, he teaches about the resurrection of Jesus (and its implications). And like 2 great 
bookends, that frame and contain the letter, Paul deliberately begins and ends the letter, with the essentials! 
These truths constitute the basis of all Christian hope.  
 
Read 1 Corinthians 1:1-11 
What are the essentials of Christian faith, according to Paul? Look at verses 3-8. 
 
(This question simply asks for comprehension of the basic facts of the gospel, evident in these verses) 
 
Are these reliable truths, according to Paul? What evidence does he brandish to aid our certainty?  
 
ό¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ н ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ƻƴ ƘŜǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ΨŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎΩ 
means that they are not random events ς but happened in fulfilment of the very plans and purposes of God. 
And the eyewitness nature of the evidence about Jesus makes it all the more compelling. Paul confirms that 
there were many people - some of whom were still living at the time he wrote - who had all seen the risen 
Jesus alive. And had there been conjecture about the reliability of the reports, Paul says there were many 
people who could be cross-checked to see if the story was true of false. This makes for great certainty ς all the 
more because no shred of evidence has ever surfaced in history that would place the accounts in doubt.) 
 
Why is it so important to continue to believe these truths? What are the consequences if we do not? (15:1-2) 
 

όtŀǳƭ ƛƳǇƭƛŜǎ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ΨŀōƻǳǘΩ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
for salvation. For, we put our trust, not in some abstract idea or theory, but in real events, that happened in 
space & ǘƛƳŜΣ ōȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ DƻŘ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǎƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ŘŜŀǘƘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ 
behalf. And if we wander from these truths, as they actually happened in history, then we effectively cease to 
trust Christ, as he really is now (raised to life) and was then (crucified for our sakes). Therefore, as Paul says, it 
is crucial for Christians to hold to the apostolic gospel ς the body of knowledge passed down about Jesus).  

 
Read 1 Corinthians 1:12-19; 29-33 
As we investigate further, we begin to realise the purpose of Paul’s carefully crafted reminder of the gospel 
in verses 1-11. Because, as we move through the chapter, we find Paul using this deposit of true doctrine (vs 
1-11) as a kind of gold-standard against which he can expose the fakes & the heresy that had crept into the 
Corinthian church on the issue of the resurrection. And it wasn’t that the Corinthians were outright denying 
that Jesus rose from the dead, or even that they as his followers would be raised one day either. But, what 
they seemed to be objecting to, was that Jesus’ resurrection was a ‘bodily’ resurrection.  
 

Think it through … 
Throughout the history of the church, Christians have always shown themselves – despite persecution, hardship, 
famine, tragedy - to be people of profound hope. Why do you think this is so? Discuss.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



But what does Paul say are the consequences of denying the bodily resurrection of Jesus? (vs 12-19; 29-33).  
 
(Understand that the Corinthians seemed to have drifted into a particularly ΨDǊŜŜƪΩ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘƛŎŀƭ ŜǊǊƻr. Plato, 
the great Greek thinker, had taught that the goal of life - the road to true freedom - was to escape the body, 
not be trapped in the same, corrupted body after death! And if you mix that sort of philosophy, with the 
Corinthians & ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ άǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƎƛŦǘǎέ, ϧ ŀ ƭƻǿ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ άƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅέ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩd 
developed, & the result was that some of the Corinthians might have started thinking they had it all now in 
the Christian life, & that all that was left, was to be rid of their bodies at death & be free as eternal Spirits.  

But however harmless this might look to us, Paul is emphatic - this cannot be! Because ƛƴ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƳƛƴŘΣ the 
bodily resurrection of Jesus (& of the believer) is so central, that without it, the entire Christian hope unravels.  

Here are the consequences of letting it go.  

V13: If the dead canΩǘ ōŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ (as they were saying), then not even Christ can be raised. ItΩs impossible.  

V14: And if Christ hasnΩt been raised, then the preaching of the apostles was useless, and therefore ς so was 
the CorinthianΩs faith ς for they had trusted in something that hadnΩt actually happened. 

V15-16: If Christ hasnΩt been raised, then the apostles have testified falsely. 

V17: If Christ hasnΩt been raised, then sin hasnΩt been atoned for ς he was still in the grave, and they were still 
in their sins. The penalty for sin had not been broken ς for death still had power over creation.  

V30: If Christ hasnΩt been raised - there is no motivation for Christian service. Rather, it is because we look 
forward to an eternal future with Christ in his new creation - that energises our service for Christ now.  

V32: If Christ hasnΩt been raised - there is no motivation for holiness either. For you could argue (as some of 
the Corinthians apparently were v32) that what we do with our bodies does not matter ς seeing as they will 
be discarded. But Paul rebukes that attitude severely here, and commands them to Ψcome back to their 
sensesΩ, and stop acting so foolishly with regard to Ψlife in the bodyΩ. What we do with our bodies matters. In 2 
Cor 5:10 Paul argues that Ψwe will all appear before the judgement seat of Christ, to receive what is due for 
the things done while in the bodyΩ. Thus, morality ς lived out in the body ς matters.  

Note: in v29 when Paul talks about Ψbeing baptised for the deadΩ ς it is certainly not a practise he is 
encouraging. No rather, heΩs simply highlighting a practise that had slipped into usage in the Corinthian 
church, and heΩs saying that itΩs a ridiculous practise - if the dead are not raised. ItΩs incongruous. Because, if 
Christ has not been raised, and if there will be no resurrection of the dead in general, then those people 
(possibly loved ones) whom they were being vicariously baptised for, have simply been snuffed out, if there is 
no resurrection. So why be baptised for them? So, Paul is not condoning the practise, as some have 
mistakenly argued. Rather, heΩs simply pointing out the inconsistency of their belief and practise).  

 
Read 1 Corinthians 15:20-28, and 35-58 
In these verses, Paul turns now to set the Corinthians straight on true doctrine again, about the resurrection. 
And in this section, he’s not so much interested in outlining the historical facts (like in vs 1-11), but now what 
Christ’s resurrection means for the Christian’s future.  
 
In v20, Paul says that Christ’s bodily resurrection acts as a guarantee of the Christian’s bodily resurrection. 
What does this tell us about the shape of the future, for the person who trusts in Christ?  
 
(The idea here, is to get people to wrestle with the truth, that the Christian future, is not [as many have 
mistakenly believed], to Ψgo to be with Jesus in heaven when we dieΩ and Ψbe done with our mortal existenceΩ. 
No, the Christian hope is, and always has been about the resurrection of the body. The image Paul uses in 
v20, is of Christ being Ψthe firstfruitsΩ. In other words, Paul is saying that the resurrection of Jesus signals that 
the great harvest of the general resurrection has begun, and is certain. His resurrection guarantees our future 
resurrection. As Paul says in Phil 3:21: Ψby the power that enables [Christ] to bring everything under his 
control, [he] will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious bodyΩ. That is the shape of the 
Christian future. As Jesus is today, so we will also be ς raised, and perfected.  



If questions arise as to the ΨwhereΩ of the future - Romans 8:18-27, and Revelation 21-22 point us in the right 
direction. Those passages teach that God will restore & perfect this present creation. And Christians will live 
and fellowship with the risen Christ, in that perfected creation. That is why the resurrection of Jesus is so 
significant. It signals that God is not done with his creation. He hasnΩt Ψwritten it offΩ. Rather, just as God 
raised Christ, so also will he redeem and perfect his beloved creation. JesusΩ resurrection guarantees it.  
 

If questions arise, as to the shape of the Ψintermediate stateΩ ie what happens between when you die, and the 
general resurrection at the end of the age ς we can say with confidence, that the dead in Christ are Ψwith 
ChristΩ in the heavenly realms, in conscious fellowship with him, awaiting the general resurrection. We see 
this, in Phil 1:21-24; 2 Cor 5:6-10; Rev 6:10; 1 Thess 4:13-18. Further, the language of ΨsleepΩ used in the New 
Testament (1 Cor 15:6,18,20; 1 Thess 4:13) is Ψperspectival languageΩ. In other words, this language is not 
describing a state of Ψsoul sleepΩ for the Christian when they die; but merely that, to the observer, a person 
who has died looks ΨasleepΩ. And further, to Christ, raising the dead, is as easy as Ψwaking a sleeperΩ (Mark 
5:39). ThatΩs what the language conveys. We can be sure then, that those who have died Ψin ChristΩ, are 
consciously with him.  
 

 
What kind of reversal has taken place for humanity, because of the resurrection of Christ?  
 

(This question is wrestling with the idea of the ΨAdam / ChristΩ comparison in vs21-22. Paul uses this 
comparison 2x in scripture. In Romans 5, he uses the comparison with Adam, to emphasise humanityΩs 
condemnation. Here in 1 Cor 15, he emphasises, that all of humanity share in AdamΩs death. And in both 
cases (Rom 5 & 1 Cor 15), because of Christ, the penalty for sin (condemnation in Rom 5) and the power of sin 
(death in 1 Cor 15) have been reversed, because of ChristΩs death and resurrection, in our place).  

 
What does the resurrection of Jesus say about his present rule, as Lord? Look at vs 25-28.  
 

(This question is teasing out the truth that through his resurrection, Christ ς as the perfect God/man - has 
been exalted to the position of universal Lordship, with absolute dominion over every sphere of creation  ς as 
Paul says in Phil 2:6-11. Hebrews chs 7-8 are also big on the idea of JesusΩ rule now. 
 

If questions arise, about vs 24 & 28 ς when Jesus Ψhands over the kingdom to God the FatherΩ, we simply need 
to say, that while Jesus is no less God, and is equal in glory and power with the Father ς yet the scriptures 
teach, that there is still an order within the trinity. And here in 1 Cor 15:24 & 28, and also in 1 Cor 11:3, the 
scriptures teach, that there is a relationship of submission and order that has existed within the trinity 
eternally. And Christ ς God the Son ς has always, and will always be perfectly content to place himself under 
the loving headship of his Father. He is no less God, and no less glorious. And yet, as we saw in 1 Cor 11, the 
order & submission that exists within the trinity, provides the model for equality and order within creation.) 
 
 
So, to summarise in verses 20-28, Paul is making the simple point, that because Christ has been raised from 
the dead bodily, & rules as universal Lord, the Christian hope and future is to be raised with him. Turning to 
verses 35-58, Paul now explains ‘how’ this was going to happen. And he basically teaches them that 
resurrection won’t mean the mere ‘resuscitation’ of our corpses; but (like Christ’s resurrected body) 
resurrection will mean a ‘transformation’ of our bodies into a new order of existence. And while there will be 
a degree of continuity with the old order – there will also be a transformation (we see this in the resurrection 
of Jesus in the gospel accounts. There was continuity with his ‘old’ body, but a radical ‘newness’ also).  
 
  



While there is lots of detail here to wrestle with, Paul gets to the point in vs 42-44, and vs 50-55. Try and 
summarise in your own words, what Paul is saying about the transformation of our bodies here?  
 

(Note: in verses 35-41, Paul uses various analogies of seeds and of the different kinds of bodies that exist in 
GodΩs creation, all with a view to making his conclusion about the transformation of our bodies in vs 42-44; 
50-55. And in verses 42-44 & 50-55, Paul is picturing the day of resurrection. And heΩs saying, that on that day 
Ψthe trumpet will sound, & Christ will appear in power & spectacular glory. And he will perform something so 
wondrous, ǘƘŀǘ tŀǳƭ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻŦ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀ άƳȅǎǘŜǊȅέ ƛƴ ǾрмΦ Because on that day, ōȅ ǘƘŜ ΨǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΩ όtƘƛƭ оΥнмύ Christ will clothe our mortal bodies with 
immortality, & will transform them with new & glorious power - fit for the age to come ... ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘŜŘ Χ 
incorruptible ... sǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ōƻŘƛŜǎ Χ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊŦƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ DƻŘ Χ ϧ Ŧƛǘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ DƻŘ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭly).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Application  

We’ve seen today, that the hope of resurrection is central to Christian faith & understanding.  

And it’s fair to say, that the hope of resurrection, is the reason why Christians have always shown 
themselves (despite hardship) to be very ‘hopeful’.  

 
 
How is this doctrine of ‘resurrection’ an encouragement to you, as you labour on in this imperfect world?  
 
 
 
 
Percentages don’t count in eternity of course. But just assuming that 99.999999% of our existence as 
Christians is still future - how is this doctrine of resurrection a rebuke to you - knowing that so often we can 
spend our energies pursuing things that are temporary, earthly, and passing away?  

 

 
 

 

 


