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1 Corinthians 8

The Challenge of using Christian Freedom Wisely

Think it through...
Let’s think about freedom verses love in the Christian life.

In other words, what are the things you know you’re free to do as a Christian, verses the things you might
give up, for the sake of others at church, or winning outsiders to Christ.

Her e S a few test cases.

e Isthe Christian free to drink alcohol, and go to the pub or nightdub? Yes or no?

e |sthe Christian free to go to the movies or listen to Rock music or read New Idea?
e Isthe Christian free to learn self-defence, doing a bit of martial arts?

e Isthe Christian free to buy a nice car, nice clothes and go on expensive holidays?

Okay, how do you think your decision on these matters might change, if you know that:

e There's a reformed and struggling alcoholic in your congregation, or at that church BBQ?

o Those nightdubs that you or our youngsters are going to are a haven for drugs & sexual immorality?
When there’s a person at church from a background where the world of martial arts brings to mind a
past of Asian superstition and spiritual slavery?

e When the open display of your wealth, becomes anissue for the less well off in our church?

Do you still do those things that you are ‘free to do’ as a Christian, or do you not?

Background ...

1 Corinthians 8-10 is Paul’s answer to the Corinthians to help them deal with matters like these. For them, the
presenting issue was the issue of “food sacrificed to idols”. And although it may not seem such a big deal for us,
for them it was a big issue! They had written to Paul asking advice. Because the temple in Graeco-Roman culture
was the centre of city life. It's where you went to trade, find work, eat out in the restaurants off the side of the
temple, visit the local butcher, & do your civic duty and sacrifice to the patron gods.

For the Corinthians, there were 2 issues they needed guidance on:
e Do we still eat meat, if we don’t know where it's come from? (Almost all meat in town had passed
through the local temple at some stage. The temple industry was huge).
e Do we still go up to the temple, & eat in the restaurants, or even join in these pagan rituals?

Also, there seemed to be 2 views that had formed in the church around this issue.

Firstly,t her e were those who were strong & free in the
They prided themselves on the fact that they had ‘knowledge’: “Of course” they thought “it's just meat! And the idols
at the temple are just stone & wood, they’re not gods, they’re not real!”

i ”

Secondly,t here were “the. weak"” i n the church

These people had maybe come from a Jewish past (which meant their conscience on all food issues was “weak”,
because of the Jewish food laws). And there were probably other Corinthians among the “weak”, who had grown up
in the world surrounding the temple (aworld of idols & religious sexual practices). And so for these weak Christians,
anythingto do with meat from a pagan temple would have been a stumbling block!

So there’s some background. How does Paul advise the Corinthians, on this complex issue?



Read 1 Corinthians 8:1-3
Some of the Corinthians were priding themselves that they had “knowledge” in regard to food & idols.

What does Paul say that “knowledge” can do to a person? (v1)

What, on the other hand, is the result of “love” when it comes to issues like this? (v1)

(Knowledge can inflate our opinion of ourselves & cause us to act proudly. BUT LOVE on the other hand (v1) love b
up. Love drives us to act for the sake of others).

What's a better way to view how much you “know” about this or that Christianissue, or about God himself? (v2).

(To realise, that in the scheme of thingsu actually know very littlf! 2 R2y QG 6 S LIN2 dzZR | 6 2 dzi
know.)

Read 1 Corinthians 8:4-6

Paul now proceeds to give the Corinthians a bit of knowledge about food & idols, to inform their decisions on these
matters. What does he want them to know about idols, compared to the true God?

(He wants them to know, that there is only one God, and that idols are vapour. They are no gods at all)

How might this help us think rightly, about the ‘gods’ of other religions, for example?

Read 1 Corinthians 8:7-8

Paul acknowledges however, that not everyone has this knowledge about idols. And the problem is, that whilst they
may know this aboutidols in their “head” (that idols are really nothing), they don’t yet know it in their “heart” - this
knowledge hasn’t permeated their innermost affections (their conscience). In other words, they still have a “weak
conscience” on issues like this.

What then does Paul say is the result, when Christians are forced to act against their conscience, by eating meat they
still think has been sacrificed somewhere before a pagan god? (v7).

(The result is that their conscience becottiefiledQIn other words, they are still so accustomedhinking of idols as
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What do you thinkis the danger in a person consistently acting against their conscience (what they are convincedin
their heartis wrong)?

(When you ga@gainst your conscience repeatedly like this, you cauterize it! Like putting a hot iron to your flesh,
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so better & better at sin! And en you get better & better at sin, you will eventually destroy yourself! And Paul has in
mind here, the scenario of the weaker brother, being emboldened to go up to the temple & join in a sacrifice meal,
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Read 1 Corinthians 8:9-13

Paul now returns to the key issue at hand. What do you do, when you have knowledge that frees you as a Christian?
Well, you can insist that it’s your right to eat meat, or do whatever (fill in blank) anywhere, anytime. But by insisting
on doing this, and by encouraging “weaker Christians” to do it as well, you may have begun a processin them that will
be utterly destructive.

But what does Paul say that you are actually doing, when you insist onyour freedoms like this, and wound others?
(v11)

Who are you really sinning against, if you insist on your freedoms, and wound your fellow Christian? (v12)

What would Paul rather do, than cause a fellow Christian to sin? And how faris Paul prepared to go in restricting his
freedoms? (v13).

Application ...

Now, back to those case studies: armed with this approach from Paul, what do you do for example, when you're
dealing with a Christian brother or sister with a past in hardcore drink, or astrology, or Eastern mysticism, or
witchcraft, or a destructive sodal life, or sexual immorality (fill in the blank).

Well, you could boldly insist on your freedoms with alcohol, nightdubbing, reading New Idea (with all of its
celebration of immorality, gossip, astrological charting etc), martial arts (with its links to Eastem My sticism), fill in
the blank. And you could tell that Christian that their “weakness” is ‘cramping your style’, and that they need to
“get some knowledge and get over it!”

But what do you think Paul would do?

How could you use your freedom in love?

Are you prepared to restrict your freedoms, in contentious areas, in order to strengthen and edify others?




1 Corinthians 9

Being All Things to All Men

Think it through ...
Think about our church meetings for a minute. How accessible do you think they are to the outsider
(someone who doesn’t regularly come to church)?

Think about your own habits as a Christian too. Think about the places you frequent, where you eat, what
you wear, how you speak. If an outsider were to rate whether they thought there was anything different
about you to them, apart from what you have said you ‘believe’, would they be able to see any difference?
And would that be a good thing, or a bad thing?
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1 Corinthians 9

1 Corinthians 9is all about freedom again. (1 Corinthians 8-10 actually forms one seamless argument from
Paul, as he tackles the same problem from various angles). Last week in chapter 8, Paul tackled the difficult
issue of “food sacrificed to idols”, and he basically encouraged the Corinthians to use their “freedom”in love,
and to be willing toforgo theirfreedoms for others.

This week in chapter 9, Paul uses an example from his own life as an Apostle, about the various freedoms he
had ‘given up’, in his quest towin people to Christ.

Read 1 Corinthians 9:1-6.
What does Paul say about his freedoms’ and his ‘rights’ as an Apostle in 9:1-6?

Read 1 Corinthians 9:7-18.

Paul now uses the issue of the ‘payment’ or ‘support’ that he as an Apostle had a ‘right’ to expect from the
Corinthians, as a good case study to make his point. In verse 7, he uses some ‘worldly’ examples. Then in vs
8-12 & vs 13-14 he uses some ‘scriptural’ examples from the Old Testament, about workers sharing in the
fruits of their labour. Read these verses, & assess what Paul says he had a ‘right’ to expect from the
Corinthians, as someone who had given himself to their service ?

Infact, what does Paul say the Lord has commanded in regard to the support of ‘gospel workers’? (v14) What
implications does this have for the support of ‘gospel workers’ or “full-time Christian workers’ today?

And yet, here’s the rub. Did Paul actually enforce his ‘right’ to ‘payment’ from the Corinthians? (vs 12b, and
16. See Acts 18:1-3 for how Paul supported himself).

Why do you think he didn’t demand this right? (vs 16-18)



(Because Paul knew he was a man under obligatiéhrist. He was compelled togach the gospel, on
2NRSNB FTNRY GKS YIaAdGSND {2 L¥e& 2N y2 LIe&sx t!I dz
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not making use of higights

There's a lot more that could be said about thisissue of support for Christian workers. But in verses 19-23,

Paul now expands the scope of his application about freedom’ & ‘rights’, not just to talk about payment, but
to describe his whole ‘modus operandi’, the basic way he approached life, as an Apostle of Christ.

Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-23

What is Paul’s motivation in giving up his freedoms, for the sake of others? (V19)

(To win as many as possible to Christ).

Paul now goes on to give a snapshot of his approach when with both Jews and Gentiles, and with ‘weaker
Christians (vs 20-22). Try and capture in a sentence what Paul is saying about how he tried to live ?

(To summariseRaul was very flexible in how he lived life. Note, tha lhas got nothing to do with his ethical
or moral life. Paul himself says heteat he was by no meang t | gvR1SNioahe live with a powerfu

sense of obediencetoChiisk S KS 20 S& SR (i KABd algd, ih verses 27 Pall dhivwesi Q TH M b

that when t came to his Christian life, #& his own personal godliness, he was a very very disciplined man.
But interms ofthe customs he observed, and the things he saw as necgssarglevantor relating to this
group or that, Palwas venyflexible).

Another way of putting all this, is to say that Paul lived a life of ‘contending’ for the timeless truths of the
gospel (Jude 1:3), while also ‘contextualising’ his presentation of the gospel, and his presentation of himself
and the customs he observed, to win a hearing with various groups, and make the gospel clear to them,
without putting any cultural blockagesin their way. In other words, he preached the ‘timeless’ gospel, using
‘timely’ methods to reach different groups of people.

Application
This one chapter of Paul’s letter has massive implications for the way Christians do church, conduct mission, & relate
socially to other people groups outside theirlittle ‘tribe’.

Have a think now about the kinds of thingsin our church life, & in your own personal life & cultural identity that have
the potential to be ‘cultural roadblocks’ which could prevent someone from hearing the gospel when in our church,
or when spending time with us.

How flexible are you when it comes to ‘winning others’?
Are there customs, rituals, habits, or attitudes of yours that would alienate others from Christ? And when people look
at your life, do they say you are ‘different’ for all the right reasons, or for all the wrong reasons?




1 Corinthians 10

The Dark Side of Freedom

Think it through ...
How much like your surrounding culture can you become as a Christian, before you begin to just start indulging in the
same sin as your culture? Discuss.

The Danger of Christian Freedom

We return this week to the issue of freedom and the Christian life. In chapter 8, we looked at using your
freedom in ‘loving” ways. In chapter 9, we looked at ‘giving up’ your freedoms and being ‘flexible Christians’,
to win others to Christ. This week, as Paul’s advice to the Corinthians on “food sacrificed toidols” comes full
circle, we look at the danger of Christian freedom.

It’s fair to say that until now, Paul’s advice to the Corinthians, has been all about considering ‘others’ in our use of
our freedoms. But Paul knows too, thatif the Corinthians were going to keep on pushing the boundaries &
misusing their freedoms, then at the end of the day it wouldn’t be just others they would destroy. No, they would
soon destroy themselves as well.

And to illustrate this point very powerfully, Paul turns to the example of Israel - a people who like the Corinthians
had ‘knowledge’. And they had tremendous spiritual privilege & pedigree.

Read 1 Corinthians 10:1-4.
What does Paul say here about the privileges given to the nation of Israel?

Do you think the situation is any different to our own situation of spiritual privilege?

Read 1 Corinthians 10:5-13
Despite having great privilege & a ‘knowledge’ of the true God (as opposed to idols), Paul says here that the
nation of Israel fell into sinin terrible ways throughout their history.

What are the 3 areas of sin that they fell into? (vs 7-10)

(They became idolaters, evethough God had revealed himself to them in power at Sinai. They bowed down to
images of creation, not the creator v7. They committed sexual immorality v8. They grumbled agaig#i€yod
tested him vs90. Read Exodus 32 for a full history. Paul seerh@t in 1 Cor 10 that a bit more th&#ancind
and festivitywas going onn-front of this golden calt

0b2GS faz2y gKSy tldzZ GFf1a&a Ay @nz | o62dzi LaN}St w
NE Ol 4 & / KNAtdtiedhEidet B Exodus 12 AnGHelesli@just giving us an insight here into
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that moment also, beause he isne with the Father in all of their being & werkroviding miraculously for his
people, even then).



Why ultimately is Paul reminding the Corinthians of these events? (v6, v11).

(He wants to use them as a waming & 11, to stop them setting their hearts on evil things. He wants to
NEYAYR GKSY 2F (GKS RIYy3ISNE aada20Al 4GSR gAGK WaLANR

Read 1 Corinthians 10:14-22

As Paul closes out his argument in 1 Corinthians 8-10, he closes it out with the pointy end of the stick. Because
here were some of these Corinthians, boldly going up to the pagan temple in Corinth, ‘keeping up their ties with
the culture’ & being ‘culturally relevant Christians’, & proudly prodaiming their freedom in Christ’ as they did it.

And Paul has agreed in chapter 8, that ‘yes, there iSonly one God, that an ‘idol is nothing & that any meat can be
received with thanks'. He needed to do that, because it’s true.

But now, he wants to warn these Corinthians of the great danger they place themselvesin if they continue to act
so foolishly. Because, eating meat that's been sacrificed to an idol somewhere may be one thing. It’s just meat.
But deliberately & naively visiting these temples & joiningin these pagan sacrifice meals (as some of them were
probably doing —the ‘stronger’ more permissive church members) was like toying with destruction! Because Paul
knows that even though the idols themselves are nothing, behind them stand spiritual forces (demonic forces in
fact) patiently, cunningly, hell bent on the Corinthian’s destruction.

What thenis Paul’s instruction to the Corinthians about going to the temple & joining in, and about idolatryin
general?vs 14, 19-21.

To illustrate his reasoning, Paul takes 2 examples in vs 16-17, and vs 18. The illustrations are all about
‘participation’. He says when the Christian participates in the Lord’s Supper, they identify with Christ. Likewise, in
the Old Testament, when the Levite Priests conducted sacrifices in the Jewish temple, they were ‘participating in’
everything that ‘altar’ stood for. Likewise then, what does Paul say the Corinthians were doing by going up to the
pagan temple & joining in (v20-21)?

Application

The issue of idolatry and sin runs deep in our culture too, just like it did in their day. And an idol doesn’t need to be
a piece of wood or stone stuck in some pagan temple in Corinth either. No, an idol is any thing or activity that
distracts or diverts our love & worship away from God (Rom 1:24).

What are some of our modern idols, and their associated dangers? How can you be sure to flee them (v14)?

6¢KS fSaazy KSNB:I Aa GKFdG ¢S OlFlyy2i SELISOG G2 ws
6S 62y Qi 065 0dz2NYSR® ! y Rheierfiple OflplgaQuie eith&HidSng that & lige offlict NA K
sensuality, alcohol abuse, or selfish luxury will not draw us away from Christ. And we cannot worship at the te
of any of our other modern idols either: fame & fortune, status, power, sexual sin, or the temple of other religig
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to say here, lie spiritual forces, hell bent on using what seems harmless, for our destruction.)




Paul now lands the whole argument with some practical exhortations & condusions.

In verse 23, he quotes some of their own little ‘catch-cries’ back at them. What’s he saying?

0l SQathaWaRKgaIK @& 2dz YA 3 KfieeddnKpkryfils yod & doMihythikghiRga dnfivhefe, not
every activity or place will benefit you spiritually, or be constructive togauvth.)

In vs 25-29, Paul re-states some of the principles we saw in chapter 8, about eating ‘meat’ in various co ntexts. But
in vs 31-33 he really shows his hand about how he hoped the Corinthains would live when it came to all these
kinds of matters. He concludes with 3 principles. What are they?

V31

V32

V33

0 t Isdesir@for the Corinthians is that theirtea lives will be lived out with theiBterrelatedgoak2 ¥ W3 f 2 NJ
D2 RQZ siHydhérs tOdtulableih K NA & G A Iy nék ptiggiradlzickslinytHe way of outsiders, so
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Application

How close to our culture can a Christian become then, before they begin indulging in the same sin as their culture?
Contextualization, flexibility, and ‘being all things’ is one thing. But let ‘all things for the glory of God’' be your guide.




1 Corinthians 11

The Ordered Church

Think it Through
Do you think that order is a good thing?

Think through the patterns you see in our world: seasons and years, night and day. What do you think would
happen if the order woven into creation broke down, even for a second?

Do you think societies function well without order?

Most of us agree that order in ourworld, and in society is a good thing. Well, in 1 Corinthians 11-14, Paul
begins a little mini-series on the whole issue of church order, particularly when it came to the public
gathering of the Corinthian church. Thisis another of the issues the Corinthians have asked Paul about.

Male / Female Relationships in the Church of God ... Background

The first issue Paul touches onin regards to ‘order’ is the issue of male / female relationshipsin the church of
God. It’s hard to get to the bottom of what the precise issue Paul is dealing with here. But, we can be pretty
sure it looked something like this. It seems that the Corinthian woman, had begun throwing off their
traditional ‘head-coverings’ (read ‘head scarves’) in the meeting when they prayed or prophesied, which in
that culture and time was basically like saying they were ‘done’ with female roles & gender distinctions.
‘Their freedom in Christ’ had abolished those old distinctions’ they might have said.

Note 2 things about this: Paul is not unhappy that the women were playing a role in the meeting. He actually
wants to encourage that! But he was unhappy with how they were doing it. And note also, that just as dress
is importantin some cultures today, it seems that dress was important in whatit communicated about
‘gender roles’ in their culture also (this is still true in our culture also —we’ll come back to this).

To address the problem, Paul begins by teaching the Corinthians about the order that is part of ‘ultimate
reality’ —the order that exists within God himself, and which spills over into God’s world.

Read 1 Corinthians 11:2-3
Paul gives 3 examples of ordered relationships here. List them out. What does he say about each?

A man / husband to Christ v3

A woman / wife to her husband v3.

Christ / to God his Father v3.

Let’s pause and come to terms with what Paul is saying.

Paul is saying, that since time immemorial, Christ, the King of Kings & Lord of Lords, whois no less God & who is
equal in glory & power with the Father, has always & will always be in loving submission to his Father’s headship.
And, if we can grasp how magnificent that is, then it puts the order God has established in human relations into
perspective. Think about this, is there any loss of dignity or glory for Jesusin his submission to his Father? No, it
actually marks him out as the Son. He is the Son. And God is Father. It defines who Christ is within God.




And so, if that is true of God, then what Paul shows at the beginning of verse 3, is thatin some wonderful way
God’s trinitarian order spills over into his world.

Paul gives 2 examples in these verses that apply to the current problem, and he says:

Firstly, that just as Christ submits to the Father, so every man must submit to Christ as his head. Husbands are still
under authority!

And secondly, in the husband / wife relationship it’s the same - the wife is to place herself under the loving
headship of her husband v3. She is noless equal, or honoured, or valuable, or intelligent. But Paul is saying, that
there is an order in human relationships thatis more than just cultural. And when a wife submits to the | oving
leadership of her husband, she actually frees herself to be as God intended her, a wife & not a husband.

Read 1 Corinthians 11:4-6

Paul now applies this principle of headship to the Corinthian church meeting. And he basically says thatin the
Christian meeting, God’s order needs to be ‘seen’ to be believed. And just as head coverings are importantin
some cultures today, they were important in Corinthian culture. A man would show his masculinity, with short
hair, & no head cover. And a woman would show her femininity with her hair, not wild, or shaved off, & in public,
she’d wear it bound under a veil or a cover.

How does Paul exhort the Corinthian men and women to demonstrate God’s good order between male and
female, husband and wife, in the way they dressed, and ministered at church?

(Paulusesthewo K S RQ KSNP &y KSgakadY WAT || YIy R2Sa LN
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he was unhappy with his role as a man, a husband, a leader of his family or church. And, by covering his head ir
that culture, he would be expressing a feminine role! And that would barigonour to him, or Christ.

On the other handas Paul applies thjgrinciple to the wifehe says v5:
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was basically saying, she was unhappghwier femininity & her relationship to her husband) if a woman does

that publicly, then she would not only dishonour her own head (the one on her shoulders), but she would also
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Read 1 Corinthians 11:7-10
Paul now dipsinto the creation story to reinforce that the principle of ‘headship’is found there also.
What does he say?

(Paul basically says thekey @y G KIF G W06 SOl dza ( sam2 Mitaglloud WaEse washeRerd Y Iy
TNEY 'REYOD ' YR @ Wo SOl dmatd, becauseishe pafectly canp@renied Rm T 2 N.
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their place in the order of things) Because of this rich creatider,a 2 @mn Wl gAFS 2dzaAKG
authority on her head when she ministerstaK dzih& Kigibly expressed the £' Century that she toowas
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Read 1 Corinthians 11:11-12

Paul now goes onimmediately to balance his previous statement out. And he now talks about the
‘interdependence of the sexes’. What does he say? Summarise.
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independent of man, nor is man independent of woman. V12 For just as woman came from man (at creation), sc
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Read 1 Corinthians 11:13-16

Finally, as Paul wraps things upin thissection, he appeals to the ‘very nature of things’ as the reason why men are
to be men, and women are to be women in the church of God. What does he say?

O{AYLIX S LRAYG NBFftfed thFdz A& | LIISEE AyidGodigveng KI Q&
appearance: men with shorter hair, and women with longer glorious Hiaiwirtually every cultureand he

appeals to that, in order to say that in the church, we need to preserve our maleness & femaleness in how we lo
as a sign of themer God has established between us. bBgause in Corinth a woman would show her femininity

in public by wearing a veil (which mirrored her longer hair), Paul wants to urge the Corinthian women to keep
doing that, as a public sign of their femininityis&2 a K2 g (GKS& | N8 KI LILR o6SAy3 |
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Application

There are 3 key areas of application of this passage.

What role does Paul encourage the women to play publicly here, in the public ministries of the church?
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Prophecy is something different to the leteym authoritative teaching of the church (which Paul commands the men to do in
CAY2(G0Ke HO® .dzii thrkdzf Aa fSF@Ay3a 2LISy Ev8ch isigmaphekyOSed A GoA1E)ii
for the ladies, as they encourage the congregation in prayer, testimony, & as theysshiatreal insights).

What does Paul encourage here about preserving the outward marks of our maleness & femaleness?
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board shorts, wth no shirt & a hator if they wore a dress, with long hair & a ribbon, we all agree that would bring no honou
them as men, or to Christ. Likewise, if a woman were to wear beat up overalls, with her head shaved, & with tattoosladltoy
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dress. So, we just need to use wisdom here. Our Ladies need to demonstrate femininity in the way they act & dress. And
need to demonstrate meculinity, in the way they act & dress, imay that our culture will seeall for the glory of God).

What does Paul say about thelife-g i Vi ng pr i n c iintHe €hristidn marrage,ard atithurgh?
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be chauvinistic pigs & steam roll. But they are to exercise loving leadership at church. And then for the family, ithaieans, t
AGQa (KS Kdzaol yRQa& phid eSsednéss ofi thelr §Afily. iNFONRtdrBas thiirfkiSg aBout, how to pray
& read the bible with theiwives & families. Memust notabdicate responsibilityor this& leave it all totheir wived Itis a
shameful thing, if the wife is havingtdN® A RS | ff GKS &ALIANRGdzZE £ fSFRSNAKALI Avy]
wife & family, so they never get the impression that business comes first, & church & family, second or third. And husban
are never to abuse their role eithéto, rather itis a role of service, ey model Jesuswho was willing to lay down his life

F 2 NJ K A-dhe sharthAARDBVes, even while the world screams at you not to, pray for the humility to accept your
Kdzaol YRQA f 2 @Ay Jeven if Bk& daIthkany Of LikisSo iRaBejEate & fekzble).




Suppl ementary Lealder’ Bhdaolt@rsd'on Sdpder

(Use these notes, if the group has time to investigatethenext s e ct i o nsSupper).t he Lor d’

Remember, that when wethink of ‘The Lord’s Supper’, we probably think of that little piece of bread & a cup of
grape juice we take at church sometimes. Butif we’re going to understand Paul’s rebuke here, we need to
understand that he’s taking issue with their wider fellowship meals, that would end with the smaller memorial
meal that Jesus taught. For them, church didn’t go for just an hour. No, it happened in a home. It went on for a
while. And itinvolved eating together. And, what was most likely happening was that some of the Corinthians
were crashing into these house meals, pigging out on everything & even getting drunk!

And so, for the poorer or weaker members (who didn’t have money to bring food & wine, or who were slaves &
couldn’t get there first) when they did arrive, all that was left were scraps, or just the small portion leftfor the
‘remembrance meal’. And so, they went hungry!

And Paul takes issue with this in v17. He says: *’ In the following directives | have no praise for you, for your
meetings do more harm than good. *?In the first place, | hear that when you come together as a church, there
are divisions among you, and to some extent | believe it.

Verse 20: 2 When you come together, it is not the Lord's Supper you eat (it is not a supper that would honor

Jesus) > for as you eat, each of you goes ahead without waiting for anybody else. One remains hungry, another
getsdrunk.”?( you weal thy) have homes t o e ajpisetherthirchbffGodn k i r
and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall | say to you? Shall | praise you for this? Certainly not!

So, their common meals had become a bun fight! Some were pigging out, while others were missing out!

And so, when it came to the ‘special part’ of the meal, itwas a joke! Because how can you really take partin a
‘@ LIS OA I, tb reméisterfth@King when you’ve just been despising his people!

And so Paul says 2 things here to help them tum this ‘special meg|back into something meaningful.
Firstly, in verses 23-26: he says it’s got to be a meal that proclaims Jesus, & not promotes yourselves.

And secondly, in verses 27-34: it’s got to be a meal that reflects Jesus, through sincere fellowship.

A Meal thatProclaims Jesus2).. (vv23
Look at vv 23-26 as Paul goes back to basics about this special meal. He says:

2 For I received from the Lord what | also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread, >* and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in
remembrance of me." »’ In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in
my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." % For whenever you eat this bread and drink
this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

A true Lord’s Supper then, must proclaim Jesus. That's the symbolism. It points us to the cross!

A Meal that Reflects Jesus (w27-34)
And secondly, a true Lord’s Supper must reflect Jesus’ work through sincere fellowship. Look at verses 27-34.

He says: *” Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, will be
guilty of sinning against thd thyo dyf &mobclka ondg aolfe stuhse

How would you eat such a meal unworthily? Well, in their case it was all about their selfishness. Because just
before the “special part”, they'd pigged out & left nothing for others! They' d acted unworthily of Christ!

Andit'sserious!V28hesays' e X ami ne Yy O.Bdcamse 2% eamn ytomeen 'wh o thisspécial & dr
meal, without recognizing each other (the body of the Lord) wi | | eat & drink judge me.l



And v30, that's exactly what was happening:**That s why many of you are wea
fallen asleep. ** But, if we examined ourselves,we wo ul dn’' t ¢ o m&Whermwe are judgedibg g me n
the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be condemned with the world.

And right here, is the serious heart of the matter. Because God is jealous for his church. And when wethreaten
its growth & unity through selfishnessike the Corinthians were doing, then God’s discipline may well fall on us.
That is how much God cares for his church. And so, the conclusion V 33:

33 S0 brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for each other. ** If anyone is hungry, eat at home, so that
when you meet together (to remember @dmt st in thi

Summary: The Lord’s Supperis a good thing for us to keep doing as Christians. It's a visible reminder of Jesus’
blood poured out & his body broken for us. It's not magical. It means nothing unless you understand what the
symbols are pointing to - the cross. And, itis an empty symbol, ifit's not combined with faith & with sincere love
for each other.



1 Corinthians 12

The Spiritually Gifted Church. Part #1

Think it through

What comes to mind when you think of spiritual gifts?

What do you think s the purpose of spiritual gifts?

Do you think our churchis a church that encourages ‘spiritual gifts’?

1 Corinthians 12-14 ... Background

1 Corinthians 12-14 is Paul’s response to the Corinthian church on all these kinds of issues. Now, it seems
that the Corinthian church was a youngish church that was experiencing a burst of spiritual life. And it was an
exdting place to be. But at worst, this new life had made the church a place of rivalry, and a place to show off
really, rather than a place to serve others.

And for the Corinthians, the kinds of ‘spiritual gifts’ they seemed to prize the most were the kinds of gifts that
elevated the individual, and not the church body. They loved the more fantastic manifestations of the Spirit, like
speaking-in-tongues, as opposed to the more ordinary gifts, like gifts of administration & so on.

Tongues-speaking was a particular sign of spirituality for some in Corinth. We'll see that in chapter 14.

And Paul is very careful in his reply to them here. They’ve asked for some advice. And he doesn’t want to allow
excessesin their use of gifts that will divide them. And he doesn’t want to quench the work of the Spiriteither.
But he doeswant them to be mature. And so he goes about instructing them on this issue. But first Paul begins
with a word of caution on the dangers of all ‘spiritual experience’ in general.

Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-3

How, according to Paul can ‘spiritual experience’ be a danger to the authentic experience of Christian growth
and Christian discpleship? (12:1-3)

(IKS ARSI KSNB Aa Kl the Sy, éand Iedifﬁing.@&%mﬁmmeﬁlﬁﬁﬁﬂhek gast ¥ NP °
life in paganism, and say$emember thatwhenyougrepagang 2 dz | ft a2 KI R WNIK{-A I A 2 dz
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Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-6

Why is it important for us to recognise that God gives many ‘different kinds of gifts’ to his church (vv4-6)?
How will it help us to recognise this?

0CKS / 2NAYUKALF ya
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In verses 4-6, Paul deliberately mixes his wording up. In verse 4, he uses the word ‘gift’. In verse 5, he uses
the word ‘service’. In verse 6, he uses the word ‘working’ to describe the kinds of abilities God gives to his
people. Why is this significant, when thinking about Spiritual gifts?

(It tells usthat the abilities God gives his church are not talents for siiNawy they are gifts of service, and
IAFGA 2F D2 R asiforhebedeft ¢f athetsly 2 y 3

Who gives the gifts? Look closely at verses 4-6.

(Paul teaches that these gifts come from the Spirit (v4). Butfadso the Lord Jesus (v5), and from God the

Father (v6). So they are not just gifts of the Spirit, like we commonlyThegrare also gifts of the Lord

Jesuss IATFGA& 2F D2R GKS CIFOKSNW !'ff 2F D2R Aad Aygd2f«
ALIANRGdzI £ IATFAEA G @2dzNJ OKdzZNOKK ! yR I NB @2dz 2y | o
spiritual gifts. And we have the onffem the Father & the Lord Jesus also. And yes we are on about the
{LANRGQa 62Nl 0SOIdzaS (GKS {LANKDODDAE 2y | 62dzi 6KI

Read 1 Corinthians 12:7-11
Why has God given these gifts to his people? (v7. See also Romans 12:3-8; Ephesians 4:7-13).

(This is a key to the understanding of spiritual gifts. We need to realise that they are given by God, for the comm
322RH 2SS KIFI@®S y2i 0SSy al @SR a AYRAGDARdzZ faod . dz
each beemjiven gifts for others benefit. Sometimes the gifts are particular abilities like in these verses. Sometime
the gifts are particular people, which Paul mentions down in ¥812prophets & teachers & so on. But the

bottom line is: Spiritual giftare for the common good

Paul lists 9 giftsin these verses 7-11. There are around 19 in the New Testament. What is the dangerin
expecting that God will always give the same gifts & indeed all gifts to a particular church at once?

We need to understand, @i this is not an exhaustive list of gifts. In the New Testament, there are also gifts of
leadership, teaching, administration, encouragement, generosity and so on. (Re8) Epb 4:11, 1 Pet 4:11).

' YR t | dzf Qa LJJzNLJ2 & S A aachygft.iNo, heoffeBis@ Gonsidgrab listoKgsts, $o&aicant f a
show the Corinthians the range of ways God is at work in his church! Some are spectacular. Some are ordinary!

Has God promised to give each gift to each person? (See 12:11 & 29-31).

(The aswer to this is clearly no.

NBhy GKS A&aadzS 2F YANYOftSa FyR KSFHfAy3as KSNB | NB |
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and everd Y | y & mustla&dayYas he did in blical history, and in the apostolic age. Andher, they



say thatfor a church to be truly Christian, spifitA f f SRXZ | y R | LJ2al the2giftd dDthe Spiit WY dza
(especially the miraculous) today.

The truth is, that neither of these mmextreme views are true in their strictest sense. We should expect that God
canstill act miraculously. F@sod is completely free, and can act according to his good purposes.

However, on healing and miracle® things to note:
2SS YdzayQi eveénghimydsscribddlinihems necessarily presoed for all of Church histary

Miraclesthemselves onlgccur in 4 patchs in the bible: around Moses; around Elijah / Elisha; around Jesus
supremely; & then around the Apostles. And certainly, we drexgect that God can do the miraculous today.

But, if for us, in our place and tim@pd has not chosento givethé&s Y 2 NB W& LJBdD ive r@etkfolodI) -
contentin his Sovereign choice v&Lnot(as some who are committed to a continuationisiwv do) try & force

D2 RQa&a KdohbtRerslbytitkery or stealtclaiming that God has acted miraculously, if he has not).

Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-31

In verses 12-31, Paul moves from speaking about ‘abilities’ to ‘people’, & how we use God’s gifts within the
church. He uses the image of a ‘body’ to describe the church. In a body, are there any members that are not
needed, or does every part play a role? What should this teach us about pride, and spiritual gifts? What
should this teach us about ‘inferiority’ vs ‘superiority’ complexes whenit comes to ‘gifts’?

(tteachesusthay 2 LJ- NI 2 F D2 RQ &GodFHhasvakdnged thedparR df thé d8uych bodyf juStHs he
desires, and just as it needs. There are today, just enoeigin Fensesyjust enough Rick Smiths. Just enough
(who-evers) with tleir gifts &abilities. No part of the body dispensableThe body needs us.)

In verses 27, Paul grounds this ‘body’ image of the church back in reality, with another listof gifts: the foundation
gifts are first —apostles, prophets, & teachers v28. And then he adds 6 more, all jumbled up. Some are
remarkable. Some are more ‘ordinary’, like gifts of administration. Why do you think Paul does this?

(Paulisa A Y LIt & Theregohgb Bofintt¥aa @ t £ S aS R2y Qié 1 SSLihelsgme gify i A y 3
and that it must be spectaculeBecausé&sod has given an abundance of giftsdAmu are all part of the body!)

Application
If Satan, were going to de-rail a church through ‘spiritual gifts’, how do you think he would go about it?

(Curiously, how is it, that so many churches have become unglued by Satan? And how does a once thriving ¢
plunged onto the rocks of division! It rarely comes from the outside! Rather, it almost always comes from the |
comes from the inside, because so often it is these very gifts, that God has given for our growth, if used selffisk
sdf-glory, can ruin a church!)

What then does it mean to be a church that encourages and uses God'’s gifts well?

(To use them in love, for the good of the body).




1 Corinthians 13

The Spiritually Gifted Church. Part #2

Think it through

Think through the ways in which love is portrayedin Western culture’s movies and media etc. Do you think
society sees ‘love’ largely as a ‘feeling’, or an ‘action’. Why?

1 Corinthians 13 ... Background

Well, we turn today to what is perhaps one of the best known, but misusecthapters in the bible!

You will have heard it at weddings. (Infact, | think we had it at ours!) You would have heard it at Princess Diana’s
funeral, when Tony Blair gave quite an exceptional reading of it. And you wouldn’t be surprised to find this
chapter on a “Hallmark” card either. That is how famousit’s become.

But understand that 1 Corinthians chapter 13, sits there in between chapters 12 & 14. It’s all part of the same
discussion from the Apostle Paul on spiritual gifts. And, there’s a sense in which you could actually lose chapter
13, and pick it up again at chapter 14 v1, and Paul’s argument about ‘gifts’ would still make sense.

But, that is the genius of chapter 13. Because through this poetry, that describes the sublime realities of love, Paul
is putting the question to these Corinthians, and asking them: “I know you’ve got great gifts Corinthians, but how
are you going with love, in the way you use them”. So today, we are going to investigate with Paul, the “most
excellent way”, whenit comes to using God’s gifts.

Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-7
The poetry of these verses is breath-taking! And there’s almost a sense in which to unpack it at a technical
level, and dissect what Paul is saying, is to do the passage a dis-service. Nevertheless, we’ll give it a go.

In verses 1-3, what is Paul saying about the value of spiritual gifts, used without love?
01 SQa aleAy3a GKS&BQNB adkbsBerRRy O aAO0Fffted | SQ

In verses 4-7, what is Paul saying about the character of love itself?
6b20S GKFG SIFIOK 2yS 2F GKSasS Ofl dzaSa lo2dzi t20Ss
an active thing. It is not, as our socieyys, an airy fairy notion or feeling. It is gutsy, and it takes action).

Do you think there is a not-so-veiled rebuke in these verses for the Corinthians, about the way they were
using spiritual gifts, and treating one anotherin general? From what Paul describesin the letter, could their
lives have been described as patient, and kind toward one another; not proud, rude and self-seeking? Or
were their lives more the reverse?

(Look particularly at chapters4(5&6 in particula) - fora compendium of thir pride, selseeking, sexual

immorality, dragying each other into court etc. The reality is that the Corinthian church were anything but
WE20Ay3Q G261 NR 2y S | y2GKSNI Ay thi aSsage Ndstions AGE onlit 4IA N
an exhortation of the positive character of love, but a stinging relmfkbeir failuresas a church



Read 1 Corinthians 13:8-13

To help us in the challenge of using spiritual gifts ‘inlove’ and not getting carried away with them, Paul proceeds
here to offer a word of ‘perspective’ on spiritual gifts. He expands the Corinthians’ horizon out to the future, and
to life in eternity, and what does he say will happen with ‘spiritual gifts’ in eternity? (v8)

What are the implications of v11, for our view of spiritual gifts now?

6¢KSe INB Fid 6Saidz 3IATha (2 whehtRe afedonie ardvésimlage ofA y (i
W LIS NJF, Spitual gfgs2 ¢/b@ needed any longeBo we are not to have too high a view of spiritual gifts.
They ae gifts for this age alone, as an aid to our growth in Christ).

Paulillustrates his point in verse 11, by likening our present experience of spiritual gifts (in this age) to that of
children. He also likens our present knowledge & understanding of God, as like lookinginto a mirror, and seeing
dimly. That doesn’t mean that we have an inaccurate knowledge of God now. No, scripture is clear that what we
know of God is a true knowledge. It’s just that it's not exhaustive. What effect should this have on us, to know
that we don’t know as much about God as we think we know, and that our capacities now, as marvellous as they
are, are like child’s play?

(It should be a profoundly humbling realisation).

Paul condudesin v13, with his wish-list of what he wants the Corinthians to be on about as a church. Itis really a
summary of the Christian life. And yet, even within this list of 3 attributes, one is greatest? Why? Why won’t the

other 2 attributes (faith and hope) be necessary in eternity?

(Theanswera (GKA&AX ftASa Ay (GKS FFOG GKFG KSNBX tldzZ A&
Al @Ay GKIFIG Ay SOGSNYyAGeZTF FMIAGEK DRIWIQW [0fSE yESIOS a/ak NE:
be necessary either, becausea bope will have been realisedve will possess our inheritance in all of its glorious
fullness. But love, Paul is sayinghisgreatestof these And the reason is thadve will remain. Love is part of
ultimate reality. And love will be the very hdaeat of the age to come, because love lies at the heart of God
KAYaStFT>S YR Aad (GUKS FdzEf FAE{ YSyld 2F it 2F D2RQa RS

Application

What actions / thoughts do you need to bring to God in repentance, for your lack of love toward your Christian
brothers and sisters?

Are you using the gifts God has given you? What are the implications if you don’t? (See Matt 25:14-30)

(The idea here is to urge people that a responsible and joyful exercise of our gifts, is incumbent on every Chri
wedesiretoenjoy® YI &G SND& KIFLIWWAyYyS&daa 2y GKS flFad RIFI&oo

How are you going to strive to use your gifts and abilities in loving ways: for God’s glory & his people’s growth?




1 Corinthians 14

The Spiritually Gifted Church. Part #3

Think it through
What would you say are the mostimportant components of any church meeting? Let’s rank them in order.
e Song & praise Rank _ Why?
e Preaching & teaching Rank__ Why?
e Announcements Rank _ Why?
e Kid'stalk Rank _ Why?
o Informal testimony & encouragement Rank_~ Why?
e Prayertime Rank _ Why?
e Fellowship time / morning tea /supper Rank__ Why?

1 Corinthians 14 ... Background

As we continue our mini-series on spiritual gifts, Paul turns in chapter 14 to cover 2 giftsin particular: the gift of
speaking in tongues, and the gift of prophecy. And the reason Paul spills so much ink on these 2 giftsin particular,
is because the Corinthian church was misusing the gift of tonguesin particular.

How were they doing that? Well, it seems that because they viewed tongues speaking as the supreme gift, they
had begun trying to outdo each other in tonguesin their meetings, and were even speaking over the top of each
other for some airplay! And the result was their meetings became disorderly and chaotic.

And Paul is most unhappy about this situation. Andin fact, while he doesn’t discourage tongues speaking
altogether in their meetings (because Paul himself spoke in tongues v5) he does say, that in the Christian meeting
‘he’d rather have them prophesy (v5)' (and we’ll see why this is so shortly).

To frame the chapter, there are 2 important principles that flow out of the chapter, in relation to the church
meeting. Firstly, Paul wants clear speechin the Christian meeting. Secondly, he wants ordered speech in the
meeting. And those 2 priorities need to govern ‘what’ we say, and ‘how’ we say itin church.

So, let’s do some ground workin the chapter, to see how these prindples unfold. Then we’ll apply it.

Read 1 Corinthians 14:1-5

What, according to Paul is the phenomenon of tongues-speaking then? Look at v2.

(Tongues speaking is a kind of Sgiri & LJA NBR Y& &G SN a LIS S tayeR arNBi® oS R (i 2
thanksgivingWS Qf £ &S S ( K I (invafsedNE 7. Kotefhat té gift ofRagiigs on viewereis

something different to the day of PentecastActs 2:513,where the disciples were enabled to declare the gospel

in other human languagesandpeople understood them. Pentecost was all about God beginning to bless the
nations with the gospel. But here the gift seems to be jumgpedchunless someone interpréts

What, according to Paul is the purpose of the gift of tongues? Look at v4.

(Tongues speakingd F2NJ 6GKS o0dzAft RAYy3 dzLJ 2F (KS AYRAQGARdzZ f @
tonguesis supernaturally enabled speespoken to God. Nobody understands it. But you yourself are edified if
youhavethd 3IATFGP 52Sa SOSNE2YyS KIFIPS AGK b2H { c&dgifeR SO
this gift,as he pleaseAnd it is a speech githat unless someone interpretsedifies self)

What on the other hand is prophecy, according to Paul ? And whatis its purpose? Look at v3.

(Prophecy is speech that blesses / edifies / bujidsthesd® + oY 49 JSNE2YS §K2 LINR LK S
women for their strengthehy 3% Sy O2 dzNJ IS)YSyd | yR O2YT2NIE



To sharpen that up, Paul gives a few examples of what prophecy looks like down in chapter 14 v26. He's just been
speaking there about people prophesying in the meeting in vw24&25, and he goes on to explain how it should be
regulated. And he says v26: ‘So, when you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a
revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. Doit all for the strengthening of the church.” Paul is saying here then,
that’s what prophecy is. It is Spirit-led Christian speech.

It is the fulfilment of Joel chapter 2, which the Apostle Peter quotes at Pentecost, where God promised that ‘in
the last days hewould pour out his Spiribon his people and they would prophesy (Acts 2:17-21; Joel 2:28-32)

So, prophecy in the New Testament is a broader activity than the Old Testament. It’s not a ‘thus says the Lord’
model, where 1 person would be God’'s mouthpiece. Now that God has poured out his Spirit on his people, all
Christians have this privilege of engagingin a prophetic ministry to each other, as we declare God’s truths.

Therefore, in Paul’s own categories (v26), prophecy can be as simple as the songs we sing at church, or a song
sung to the congregation that declares God’s truth. It can be a public word of testimony to God's blessing in your
life or ministry. It could be a public word of encouragement about what God has been teaching you. It could be a
word of wisdom or insight about an issue the churchis facing. Or v26, a message in tongueseven functionsas
prophecy if it is interpreted. All of those activities seem to come under Paul’s ‘umbrella term’ of prophecy.

Prophecy is clear, Spirit-inspired speech that declares God’s truth, and builds others. And because of that, Paul
says inv5, that in the church meeting: “I would rather have you prophesy”.

Read 1 Corinthians 14:6-12
What is the key principle that Paul is laying out here, for speech in the Christian meeting? And why?

(The basic principle here, is that speech in the Christian meeting must be clear, so that the hearers can be edifit
If a person cannot understand whia being said, they remain totally unedified unbuiltup as a Christign

Read 1 Corinthians 14:13-19

Paul now applies this principle of ‘clear speech’ in the meeting to the issue of tongues speaking. Here’s the key
guestion Paul wants us to answer about all this: “‘Which meeting would Paul prefer to be at - the meeting where
someone gets up & says “Jesusis Lord of all”(5 clear words); orwould he prefer to be at the meeting where
someone gets up & speaks for 5 minutes in a tongue you can’t understand?

(Clearly, the principle at stake is thatrospeech must be absolutely clear, for the sake of the church Aady
Paul would far prefer the meeting with no tongia all, than a grand display of tongues but no clgrity

Read 1 Corinthians 14:20-25

In these next verses, Paul now thinks about the value of clear speech, for the sake of the ‘outsider’ also, the
visitor to a meeting. To make his point, in v21 Paul quotes from Isaiah 28: 11-12 - which was a moment of
judgementon Israel. Israel had refused to hear the word of God from their prophet Isaiah. And so, they were in
the grip of foreign invasion. And God said to them then: “Through men of strange tongues & through the lips of
foreigners | will speak to this people, but even then they will not listen to me” (1Cor 14:21; Is 28:11-12). The point
being made, is that the sound of strange speech then, marked a moment of judgement on Israel.

And Paul uses thatexample here & now, to illustrate what effect un-explained tonguehas on visitors to a
church meeting today. What does Paul say is the result, when a visitor / outsider / unbeliever comesinto a
Church meeting & they can’t understand what’s being said, because all are speakingin tongues? Look at v23.
(Pauliso F a A OF £ f & &l alA/ Yy o4AS] I
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What, on the other hand, is the effect of clear Christian speech (prophecy) in the church meeting, for the
outsider? Look at v24-25.

LT GKS& O2YLINBKSYR ¢KIFIG A& o0SAy3a &4l ARXZ FyR gKIG A
the gospel, then the outsider has every chance of beingiced of sin, and falling down and confessing that God
Ad WEHY2y3alh dzaQ o0 OHpO ¢, thaythe 5 KcRNY apaNRistiZ edde todhe way &d O K
dza S D 2 FF@rithe BddWviliodgave these giftres deeply for the outsid aswell. And he wants us to make

what we do & say at church completely accessible to all.)

Read 1 Corinthians 14:29-40

Paul now gives some instructions about order in the delivery and evaluation of prophetic speech in the
church meeting (prophetic speech being an umbrella term for ‘hymns, words of instruction, revelations,
tongues, testimonies etc as we saw before). To translate this into our context, this might look something like
a time of ‘sharing and ‘encouragement’ that we sometimes have in our meetings - where we open the floor
for people to address the rest of the church ‘body’, as God lays it upon their heart to do so.

What does Paul say is the overriding principle that should govern such times? Look at v33.

(God is a Godf order. Therefore, our meetings should reflect this)

What is Paul’s command regarding the use of un-explained tongues in the meeting? Look at v28.

(There is therefore no excuse tfioe churchor the church meeting where unexplained andinterpreted

tonguest NB5 (GKS y2N)¥3I | yR féK §INSa nfater oblisbeflien& do wiscripfFedlB S

that such a practice should be allowed to happen. And it is certainly not a m#rK ot SpiitBality)Q F 2 NJ A (
happen. We need to remembér, K S&4S | NB GKS AONALIIdzZNBaszs @Rh3leK| @S
andtheyare bindngonhischurce Ay FFAGK FyR LINF Ol QB MNAL @zl X & (12 @i dd
such a practice to ever goahecked, and unregulat@d

What is Paul’s command to the women, or the wives of the congregation, during this process of evaluating

prophecy? (v33b-35).
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weighing prophecy. And, because prophecy can so powerfully effect the life of the church, once again Paul is
asky3d GKS YSy 2F (KS [/ KdzZNDKX GKS fSIFRSNaX 2 aGSLI c

What might have been happening in Corinth, was that some of the women or wives were calling out & questionir
their husbandg 2 NJ | £ SIAREND 2 ND dzidfSANIA 2y Ay3d gKSOIKSNI GKAA LIS
person should be quiet now etand Paulisayingd. QY y 2 G KI LR | 62 dzi (tkigsi ® L G

Instead, Paul lays the responsibility for the spiritual leadprshihe church, firmly at the feet of the men, or the
husbands here. In the family &dfocalchurcam ¢ A Y2 K& o GSIF OKSa GKIF&G D2R =
R2Say Qi dibetidh 1 justndRés them responsible before Gbdy R K S (Y& WHIKENHBI | 62 N
exhortation has been placed before the congregation that can affect the life or direction of the church: Men ...
oFGGSN) dzJz 3S0G NBIReée (G2 tSIFIRéOD

And, thissilence for the womeim v34, is not an absolute silence either. We know from @aidt, that Paul

wanted the ladies of the church to play a vital public role in prayepanghecy (By the way, in secular
FaaSYotAsSa Ay [/ 2NAYIKEI 62YSy 6SNBYyQil S@Sy +ift28SR
church)But, fund&y Sy G t f & tFdz Aa alFreéiAy3ad KSNBY adaSysz 3 LI NI
be responsible for the spiritual health of the church. And when it is being publicly urged in a particular direction,
the buck stops with you to evaluatdéadt 0 P



What is the one thing in church life that we are never to evaluate? Look at v37-38.

Ot ldzf A& FFFFANNVAYI KSNBI GKIG KAa g2NRa k oNAGAY 3
wordsc orignores scripture places themselves in a yedlangerous position spirituallywe are never to
weigh, or to test scripture. Rather, we are to be obedient to it).

Application
There are many applications of this one chapter. Let’s try and tease a few out.

What does the principle of ‘clarity’ say to the preacher, service leader, song leader, announcement giver, tongues
speaker, testimony-giver, or bible-study leader about the ‘what’ of what’s saidin the Christian meeting?

(It needs to be clear, for the church body, and for the outsider).

What does the principle of ‘order’ say to the preacher, service leader, songleader, announcement giver, tongues
speaker, testimony-giver, or bible-study leader about the ‘how’ of what’s said in the Christian meeting?

(It needs to berdered for the dwrch body, anthe outsideE G2 NBFf SO0 GKS OKH NI O

How are we to see our church meetings? Are they for the insider, or the outsider? Or both?

(Essentially, they are for the edification and growth of the ingidiee Christiarg with a view to being accessible
and attractive to the outsider. Byur speech andrderlinessand our vibrant Gristian meeting, the outsider should
0S FofS (2 aS8SS az2YSGKAy3d 27F [Edy@turctasarzide,ys fharéfordin/arRenl]
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The principle of clarity outlined in this chapter, also pushes us to examine our church practices, traditions, and even
architecture. For, there is real sense in which ‘whatis said’ from the front, could be ‘muddied’ or ‘drowned out’ by
the noise of our traditions and practices etc. What are the areas in our church life that could possibly ‘drown out’
the clarity of the gospel, coming from the front?

What thenis the mostimportant aspect of our church meeting?

(Clearly, as Paul teaches in other places, preaching and teaching is the central role of the gospel ministee, an
lifeblood of the churclil Tim 4:13)Thus preaching and teaching need to find first place in our churcAriésn
termsof2 G KSNJ I OGAGAGASEAY (KSe& FAYR GKSANI LI I OS-bythey
clear communicet 2 Yy ZH®uthp2 RQ




1 Corinthians 15

The Hope of the Church

Think it through
Throughout the history of the church, Christians have always shown themselves —despite persecution, hardship,
famine, tragedy - to be people of profound hope. Why do you think thisis so? Discuss.

1 Corinthians 15 ... Background

In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul comes to his great ‘resurrection chapter’. It is an extremely important chapter for
our understanding of life now, and life in the future for the Christian. Perhaps, to give us anidea of how
important this teachingis, it helps us to notice where Paul has placed it, in the flow of the letter. In chapters
1-3, Paul begins the letter with some teaching about the cross of Christ (and its implications). And now, as he
concludes the letter, he teaches about the resurrection of Jesus (and itsimplications). And like 2 great
bookends, that frame and contain the letter, Paul deliberately begins and ends the letter, with the essentials!
These truths constitute the basis of all Christian hope.

Read 1 Corinthians 1:1-11
What are the essentials of Christian faith, according to Paul? Look at verses 3-8.

(This question simply asks for comprehension of thie lfasts of the gospgévidentin these versgs
Are these reliable truths, according to Paul? What evidence does he brandish to aid our certainty?

OCKSNBE FNB W GKAy3Ia (2 LIAO| dzLJ 2y KSNB® ¢KS ¥FI Oi
means that they are not random evergtbut happened in fulfilment of the very plans and purposes of God.

And the eyewitness nate of the evidence about Jesuakes it all the more compelling. Paul canfrthat

there were many peoplesome of whonwerestill living at the ime he wrote who had all seen the risen
Jesuslive.And red there been conjecture about the reliability of teports Paul sayshere were many

people who could be croshecked teeeif the story was truef false. This makes for great certairgyall the

more because no shred e¥idencehas ever surfaced in history that would place the accounts in doubt.

Why is it so important to continue to believe these truths? What are the consequences if we do not?(15:1-2)

Ot ldzf AYLIASAE KSNB>X GKIFIGO GKSNB Aa I 02Reée 2F (yz2eft
for salvation. For, we put our trust, not in some abstract idetneory, but in real events, that happened in

space&i AYSE o0& @GKAOK D2R NBOSNBSR (KS SFFSOGa 2F aAry
behalf. And if we wander from these truths, as they actually happened in history, then we effectiseljocea

trust Christ, as he really is now (raised to life) and was then (crucified for our sakes). ThasdRana ays, it

is cruciafor Christians to hold tthe apostolic gospei the bodyof knowledge pased dowrabout Jesus).

Read 1 Corinthians 1:12-19; 29-33

As we investigate further, we begin to realise the purpose of Paul’s carefully crafted reminder of the gospel
in verses 1-11. Because, as we move through the chapter, we find Paul using this deposit of true doctrine (vs
1-11) as a kind of gold-standard against which he can expose the fakes & the heresy that had crept into the
Corinthian church on the issue of the resurrection. And it wasn’t that the Corinthians were outright denying
that Jesus rose from the dead, oreven that they as his followers would be raised one day either. But, what
they seemed to be objecting to, was that Jesus’ resurrection was a ‘bodily’ resurrection.



But what does Paul say are the consequences of denying the bodily resurrection of Jesus? (vs 12-19; 29-33).

(Understandhat the Corinthians seeedto have drifted into a particularlyy D NGB SLIPK A £ 2 ar2Plaig A O f

the great Greek thinkerhad taught that thegoal of life- the road to truefreedom- was to escape the body

not be trapped in the sameprrupted body after deatrAndif youmix that sort of philosophywith the

Corinthians & K SANJ I N} YR SELISN& Sly OS2 @ T0 & & dJIA MK b alift AT R & & K
developed, & the resultasthat some of the Corinthians might have started thinking they had it all now in

the Christian life& that all that was leftwas to be rid of their bodies at deaghbe free as etemal Spirits

But however farmless this might look to uBaul isemphatic- this cannot beBecausé y t | dzth@ & YAy R:
bodily resurretion of Jesué& of the believeris so central, that without it, the entire Christian hoperavels.

Here are heconsequencesf letting it ga
V13: Ifthedead caQ i 6 S(asNdeyiwdrS $ying), then not even Christ can be rdi@impossible.

V14: And f Christhasm®been raised, then the preachingtb& apostles was useless, and therefoemwas
the Corinthia® faith¢ for they had trusted in something that ha@actually happened.

V15-16: If Christhasr®been raised then the apostlebave testified falsely.

V17: If Christ hasr2been raised, then sin ha@®been atoned forg he was still in the grave, and they were still
in their sins. The penalty for sin had not been brakir deathstill had power over creaon.

V30: If Christhasrf2been raised there is no motivation for Christian servi€ather, it is because we look
forward to an eternal future with Christ in his new creatidhat energises our servi¢er Christnow.

V32: If Christhasrf2been raised there is no motivation for holiness eithéforyou could argue (as some of
the Corinthians apparently wew2)that what we do with our bodies does not matteseeingas they will

be discarded. But Paul rekes that attitude severely here, and commands therfetme back to their
senseQand stop acting so foolishly withgard to4¥e in the bod@Whatwe do with our bodies matters. In 2
Cor 5:10 Paul argues thidte will all appear before the judgement seatCGHrist to receive what is due for
the things done while in the bo@fhus,morality ¢ livedout in the bodyg matters.

Note in v29 when Paul talks abodeing baptised for the de&Xj it is certainly not a practise he is
encouraging. No rather, i&simplyhighlightinga practise thahad slipped into usage in the Corinthian
churchand he3 sayinghat it@ a ridiculous pctise- if the dead are not raisedt® incongruous. Because, if
Christ has not been raised, aifithere will be no resurrection of the deadgeneral thenthose people
(possibly loved ones)hom theywere beingvicariouslybaptised for, have simply been snuffed out, if there is
no resurrection. So why be baptised for theédd? Paul is not condoning the practise, as some have
mistakenly arged. Rather,he@ simply pointing out the inconsistency loéit belief and practe.

Read 1 Corinthians 15:20-28, and 35-58

In these verses, Paul turns now to set the Corinthians straight on true doctrine again, about the resurrection.
And in this section, he’s not so much interested in outlining the historical facts (like in vs 1-11), but now what
Christ's resurrection means for the Christian’s future.

In v20, Paul says that Christ’s bodily resurrection acts as a guarantee of the Christian’s bodily resurrection.
What does this tell us about the shape of the future, for the person who trusts in Christ?

(The idea here, is to get peepb wrestle with thdruth, that the Christian future, is n¢gdis many have
mistakenly believeldto 'go tobe with Jesusm heavenwhen we digand We done with our mortal existen@e
No, the Christian hopis, and always has been abotite resurrectionof the body The image Paul uses in
v20, is ofChrist beindthe firstfruitsQIn other words, Paul is saying that tfesurrection of Jesus signals that
the great harvest ofthe general resurrectiohas begunand is certainHis resurrection guarantees our future
resurrectionAsPaul says in Phil 3:2Ry the power that enables [Chrisd bring everything under his
control,[he]will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be likedirious bod@That is the shape of the
Christian future. As Jesus is today, so we will alspraéised,and perfected.



If questions arise as to therebf the future- Romans 88-27, and Revelation 222 point us in the right
direction. Thos passageteachthat God will restore &erfect thispresentcreation.And Christians i live
andfellowshipwith the risenChrig, in that perfectedcreation. That is why the resurrection of Jesus is so
significant It signals that God is not donatiwhis creationHehasr® Written it offQRather justas God
raisedChrist, so alswill heredeem and perfect his beloved creatidasu§esurrection guarantees it.

If questions arise, as to tehapeof the Yhtermediate stat€le what happen®¥etweenwhen you dieand the
general resurrection at the end of the agee can say with confidencéhat the dead in Christ argith
Chrisfin the heavenly realms, conscious fellowship with himwaiting the general resurrection. We see
this, in Phil 1:224; 2 Cor 5:4.0, Rev 6:101 Thess 4:138. Further, he language ofleelsed in the New
Testamen{1 Cor 15,1820; 1 Thesg:13)is Perspectival language@in other wads, this language is not
describinga state of Boul sleegfor the Christian when they dibut merely thatto the observer, a person
who has died look'#sleef@2And further,to Christ, raising the dead, is as easy#aking a sleep&iMark
5:39).That@ what the language conveys. We carsheethen, that those who have diedh ChrisQare
consciously with him

What kind of reversal has taken place for humanity, because of the resurrection of Christ?

(Thisquestion is wrestling with the idea of tlidam /Christcomparison in vs222. Paul uses this
comparison 2x in scripture. IlfRans 5, he useéhe comparison vth Adam, to emphase humanit@
condemnation. Hera 1 Cor 15he emphasises, thail of humanity share in Ada@death. Andn both
caseJRom 5 & 1 Cor 15hecause of Christ, the penalty for giar{demnatiorin Rom %and the power osin
(deathin 1 Cor 1phave been reveed, because of Chi&death and resurrection, in our place).

What does the resurrection of Jesus say about his present rule, as Lord? Look at vs 25-28.

(This question is teasing out the truth that through his resurrec@mistq as theperfectGodiman- has
been exalted to theosition d universalLordshig with ablute dominion over every sphere of creatipas
Paul says in Phil 28L. Hebrewghs7-8 are also big on the idea of JeQude now.

If questions arise, abowis24 &28¢ whenJesusHands ovethe kingdom taGod the Fath&@we simply need
to say, that while Jesus is no less God, and is equal in glory and power wilhtire; lyet the scriptures
teach, that there is still an order within the trinity. And here in 1 Cor 15:24 & 2&lsodh 1 Cor 11:3, the
scriptures teach, that there is a relationship of submission and order that has existed within the trinity
eternally.And Christ Godthe Sorng hasalways, and will always be perfectly content to plageselfunder
theloving headship of his Fathéte is no less God, and no less gloriduslyet, as we saw il Cor 11, the
order& submissiorthat exists withirthe trinity, provides thenodel forequality and order within creatioh.

So, to summarise in verses 20-28, Paul is making the simple point, that because Christ has been raised from
the dead bodily, & rules as universal Lord, the Christian hope and future is to be raised with him. Turning to
verses 35-58, Paul now explains ‘how’ this was going to happen. And he basically teaches them that
resurrection won’t mean the mere ‘resuscitation’ of our corpses; but (like Christ’s resurrected body)
resurrection will mean a ‘transformation’ of our bodies into a new order of existence. And while there will be
a degree of continuity with the old order —there will also be a transformation (we see thisin the resurrection
of Jesusin the gospel accounts. There was continuity with his ‘old’ body, but a radical ‘newness’ also).



While there is lots of detail here to wrestle with, Paul gets to the point in vs 42-44, and vs 50-55. Try and
summarise in your own words, what Paul is saying about the transformation of our bodies here?

(Note: in verses 381, Paul uses various analogies of seeds and of the different kinds of bodies that exist in
God2 creation, all with a view to making his conclugsibout the transformation of our bods in vs 424,

50-55. And inversesi2-44 & 5055, Paul is pictung the day of resurrectiorAnd h& saying, thaon that day

4he trumpet willsound,& Christ will appear in power gpectacular gloryAnd he will perform something so
wondrousti K G t I dzf OFy &GAff 2y fBecakddSthdidag & A &SI LI 6 8 MNE
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Application
We’ve seen today, that the hope of resurrection is central to Christian faith & understanding.

And it's fair to say, that the hope of resurrection, is the reason why Christians have always shown
themselves (despite hardship) to be very ‘hopeful’.

How is this doctrine of ‘resurrection” an encouragement to you, as you labour on in this imperfect world?

Percentages don’t countin eternity of course. But just assuming that 99.999999% of our existence as
Christiansis still future - how is this doctrine of resurrection a rebuke to you - knowing that so often we can
spend our energies pursuing things that are temporary, earthly, and passing away?




